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.url‘;ansas, thence up the Arkansas to the agency near the mod-
seleﬂlc, Arkansas.

ihytimist: have swarmed there waiting for the mcrnbers of thc
;;lgeg{ gswho were to join them, especially the harlequm fragments
1 be ready for anything, especially a war on the mighty
_‘-he. attack failed to come off when scheduled. 'The tribes

36. Fort Smith

A 0

Qﬁ,,@olpnel Me1gs or from the fear of ﬁndmg thc Osage war-

mmc, the campaign was delayed.”

"TrE Lrrree onzs continued to paint their faces with bluff-paint’
chant to Wah'Kon-Tah, "I go to learn if T shall go on to Jearn®of;
Grandfather if I shall go on,” and they did go on almost continuall
They cried their prayers to the Morning Star and to the Sun ey
morning at dawn, then dried their tears, and each gens under the
chieftain rode over thelr domain hunting for immigrant Cherokee
Choctaws, Chickasaws, Delawares, Shawnees, Miamis, and Peorias’
and the ubiquitous free men, and they could not see the invisible lin
running from Fort Osage on the Missouri River to the Arkansa
the mouth of the Poteau River, called Frog Bayou and Belle Poin
any hetter than the Cherokees and free men hunters could see it.’

The Cherokee organizers called a meeting in January, z81%;
Arkansas on the banks of the Arkansas River in Cherokee countr
and they dispatched Iessages (o their tribesmen of Tennessee, Nor
Carolina, and Georgia urging them to come and join them in ap aI
out war on the savage buffalo Indians, the Osages, They Planned !
make an attack in May since the grass would then sustain their hosse
There would be many horses and many men, and there would
glory and land for all. Many of the eastern Cherokees came on’
call of their brothers, but the War Department got the informatignis:
and ordered Colonel Meigs to stop the movement of the eastef)
Cherokees, but he was able only to stop the departure of some of th
excitement-suffused warriors, They came by beats down the Tenaes

czrihands, and, what's more, the Csages had only recently,
killed two young Gherokee warriors.

(_Department took this-well-timed and well-worded threat
Natives so dedicated to agriculturs who could employ such
‘hraseology should be encouraged and above all protected:
eiild, buffale Indians, They decided to build a fort an the
hgref'the hne drawn by the tmaty of 1808 4s the eastern bound—

115t-19, ,G.enpral Andrew ]ackson.commumcatcd his orders
‘Romzs.A. Smith, commandant at Belle Fontaine on the
d:theinext month he ordered Major William Bradford
'tephe,u L, Long to descend the MLsmss1pp1 o assume
the detachment of eighty-two recruits who had taken
,btlrgh on-the Ohio River and were at the mouth of the
thed.they were to ascend to the point where the eastern
ihe.of the Osages touched the river, and there-build a fort.
Ja sn theri ordered, among other things, that Major Long
Gtiove any portion ar all of the intruders from the public
ab-dection of the country, and .. . . take suitable measures

fnplishment.” .
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- Shawnees, Peorias, the band of marauders of the right bank of- the

Fort Smith

THE OSAGES _
rrow-Going-FHome had left the village in charge of an old chief-

On the high ground near where the Potean flows into the ‘Ackan?
sas, called by the French “Belle Pointe,” the United States gov :
sent built Fort Smith, Major Bradford could not*arrive at his & fulkSkyt ‘PﬂOPIE‘ Such a guardia.n was called Ee-Eh-Keh (Stays
mand befote Christmas Day of 1817; and-before he could: rcach‘_
command, the Cherokee leaders launched their war against!! thc
Grand Hunkah of the Little Ones, Arrow-Going-Home, Thiey: ‘rogde
for his village in the valley-canyon up the Verdigris. They badisix
hundred warriors and eleven free men.- Ty

'They had got together the fragments of the Choctaws, Chickasa#;

hé: Cherokees to tell them that they must wait for the return
.;and Hunkah and the warnors. He could make no treaty

Mississippi, as well as recruits from the Koasatis, "Tonkawas, afd: th
Little Ones, old enemies the Padoucas who had no objective exce,
to fight along with their allies the Caddoans: There was even‘a baha _W,, L8 Isaacs, rthe Chissoms and Williams, Isaacs and King, the
fide captain, one McLamore who had fought as a company: cqj:iv tes‘ainong them, is more savage than the Cherokees themselves.
mander of the Cherckees against the Creeks under General ]ack.sbu Shoctaws: and Chicasaws that is incorporated with the Chero-
in the Creck War. He was now commandcr of the eastern Chcr costtopether with the whites that live among them is a set of-the
contingent, N ] _]Jandoncd characters ever disgraced a gallows.”

If Mr. Foreman had been right in 1’115 suggestion that the. May pwart of what Major Bradford reported. Major Bradford had
attack had been postponed because Arrow-Going-FHome's warn L ?l'm’cd in the country. He was cbviously shocked
might have been in the v111age, the time chosen for the later att
might reveal much also. The time was October, and everyone fn
the habits of the Plains hunters: that they had a summer hunt; rwhic
ended in August, and an antumn hunt which- ended in Novemb
December; butthere was always the likelihood that the huiner
might find a canyon er a timbered bottom for protection agains
Arctic winds of the plains and stay there all winter. Arrow-Gol e
Home and his wartiors might have been at home duting the Yellg I i Hmestone escarpments and t:ried to hide in the V-shaped
Flower Moon and the Deer-Hiding Moon, August and Septerh : )
but-during the Deer-Mating Moon, October, the month of the'att
of the rotley army, they were on the plains hunting buffalo:

The Cherokee leaders stopped their army on the Neosho at'a salin
springs called the Lick, then sent a letter to the village of the Grin
Hunkah inviting fiim to send representatives to the Lick -t67¢
about peace. The Cherokees wrote that only ten or fifteen of
had come all this way into the Osage country to make a treaty
peace.

d Hunkah for the autumn hunt, and there were only old
women, and children at the village. The atrack was ferocmus,

S

(2l hc;d thc thildren to the mounds and the canyons, and sixty-
_:nn -the children and women were killed, and many wounded.

The b pdtlnrsty army took 103 “or four” prisoners, mostly young
Juitls ':l_1 boys who could be sold as slaves by the eastern Cherokes.
tﬁre to:the. village and burned some of the wounded znd the
nd. women who were unable to flee, and they burned the
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THE OSAGES

corn and the squashes and the stored lotus roots, and took the smoked f
and jerked meat, They left nothing. They took the robes and’th
deerskins and the things which were useful to them and loaded 'thy
plunder on Osages horses, driving the others with them, They-fou
twenty-five white scalps and a great number of Indian scalps in th
village, S~
Tt has been said that the Verdigrls turned red with the blood
wormen and children, and the mound to which many of them fled in
on which the young boys were emasculated and the girls raped
called Claremore Mound, and the slaughter is called the “Battle o
Claremore Mound.” .
The last week in September, 1959, 2 woman. of the Eagle gens.
the Little Osages, said in her beautiful, Jow voice, that no young ma
dares to climb Claremore Mound, “There is something there;"4
said sadly, “mi-ah-duschias, 1 guess, but a young man going up ther
wili lose his virility, or maybe, he will become —uwhat you call hotno
sexual.” e
The eastern Cherokees were paid off in children captives, and the
traded them among themselves, and those who had not been lucky
at capture bought them from those who had captured them. Ahogs
was the equivalent of a captive, g
In this attack on the Little Ones, the Cherolees had several:me
wounded, and one of the Delawares was killed, and this was a E_Qa
for years. Often when skirmishes or battles took place betweenith
Little Ones and the Cherokees or even between the Little Ones'an
soldiers, the English-speaking people always had the advantagaf;ari’
did very well in their boasts until they inevitably overstepped -thel
selves and gave a one-sided casualty list, such as putting the auh
of the Little Ones killed and wounded at perhaps one hundre
only five of themselves, and casualties perhaps amounting to *fift
Little Ones and only one of their party wounded, But this time 4
could boast of a one-sided victory since the whole thing was vei]
by August Chouteau the younger, ‘
‘When the news of the great victory reached the castern Chero:ke't_\:
as carly as November, they joy-danced around great crackling fires
Even Joseph McMinn, governor of Tennessee, wrote to Gcérg

.
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the savage Osage. They attacked, he wrote, “with brilliant
ocess-—scalps, prisoners, horses (and eight) baggage are the tro-

eSop this victory . ....” The news had been brought by a Cherokee
et The Governor wrote, “Cherokee near to us have had several

2 'cil?;:_mts were Jonger reaching their homes cn their return,
ji¥wec now encambered with stolen horses from the Osages,
aay ofthem had to return by horseback. On November IS,
ty- of five missionaries came to the Caney Creek, south of
. _ggieefRivcr, and found it in spate. These men had been
oyedibyithe” American Board of Commissioners for Foreign
s$ionsiflto’ visit several tribes of Indians residing in the southwest-
L0 Bak ﬁﬁié United States.” They were to council with the Indians
th_cir cohsent to establish scheols “and other institutions”
; tie piirpase being to instruct them “in Christianity, and
il arts of civilized life.”
he ried to"ford the swollen creek but fajled. They were meek
g:u:’wm_"bf God and made the best of: things, and as they were
" pisty of Cherokees late in the afterncon came to the
qu'of the creek from the west. They didn’t hesitate, but
g}ggﬁgmcs over to the east bank and made camp on a geatle
tlu;lg‘::li:irc under 2 tall tree. The leader of the missionary
: vgﬁfgﬁcmd Elias Cornelius, bethought hir of this mission,
xdozen’ Cherokees and realizing they must be from the
try;"and went over to their camp to talk with themm
b ll 'gﬂ&fothcr institutions in the Arkansas country,”
) he/things scattered about the campfire: the sacks of corn
ﬁcldS) » skins of deer and wapiti and bear on which they
noted their guns Jeaning against the trees and “toma-
Uﬁcl.l.es. of artows with the dark stains of Osage blood

‘ things, but his attention was drawn to a little girl
‘_qf-. agey and he asked the warriors about her, ‘They
ken'her ina great victory over the savage Osages, and
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when he asked where her parents were, one of the warriors weat to
his sack and took out two scalps, and holding them out toward the *
Reverend Corneliug, said in English, “Here they are.”

The little girl could understand nothing of what went on around
her. “The poor child gazed at them with an expression of mingled -
wonder and sorrow,” The Reverend Cornelius thought she must have
traveled five hundred miles with her captors without shelter from

rain or cold for nearly a month. When he tried to take her in his arms, j:" 7
she began 1o cry, and the warriors smiled and said that her people < !
hated the white people, and she was afraid of white people, He tried

to make friends with her, and gave her a piece of cake “and a bright
little cup,” with which she scemed pleased, but apparently she didn’t
know what to do with the cake. “She was prettier than most chil-
dren,” thought Cornelius, and he immediately began to wonder how
he could get her away from her captors.

The warrior who had taken her had sold her to another for.a
horse, and Cornelius tried to convince the owner that she ought to be
sent to the Cherokee mission at Brainerd, assuring him that she

would be clothed and instructed and the missionaries would bring _
her up as their own child, and payment to him would be arvanged - * -

for her.
Cornelius noted that the warrior had an affection for the little girl

and promised to send her to the school as soon as he reached home,

In a letter to the superintendent of the mission at PBrainerd, a Rey.

erend Cyrus Kingsbury, he asked him to take the orphan and pay-

the §100 which the warrior asked for her and worried that $100 would

be difiicult for the mission to raise. .

"The next morning the waters of the Caney Creek sulisided, the

1

party rode across, and on the trail met several bands of Cherokees’
along the way with their Osage captives, but apparently they kept
them hidden from the Reverend Cornelius and his party, When he
reached Natchez, he was full of his story, and when a Mrs. Lydia
Carter heard it, she offered to pay the $100 ransom, but there was
more trouble about the little Osage captive. Her owner wanted to
trade her for a Negro slave about her age, and, of course, the mis-
sionaries were horrified at this proposal, but they kept trying dnd
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iy _gucgiisteq “seemed much flattered at the interest his child h
o eited” He had a right to be; he, and not the great men of the Osy

sthe offices of the Secretary of War, and in the office of William Clark

Fort Smith

. Cornelius even went to the lodge of the Cherokee who owned the

+ litte girl to see her, She seermed happy in her new environment,

. The-rumor sprang up that the President of the United States was

Lo demanding that all prisoners taken in the Cherokee-Osage wars must

. be:returned to their respective tribes; however, this proved to be only

» rumor, .and the good Cornelius renewed his hope. Mrs. Carter’s
Saxeio Was now at Brainerd ready to be turned over to the Cherokee
- warrios. The President of the United States ordered the Secretary of

i War to nrdfat (,?o!om:l Meigs, agent of the Cherokees, to place the little
Osage captive in the school at Brainerd,

i The missionaries scarched For other capt] i
o The 5 ¢ ptives and found the litt]
: .é;‘.g.irj s sister and a lnttif; boy, who had been sold to a white man. Th:
T lictle girl when placed in Beainerd was called Lydia Carter for the

- lady who put up the ransom money, and the lile boy was called

' ;" John Osage Ross because the Cherokee John Ross had found him.,

: H’I‘hen there was a letter from William Clark statin g that at a coun-
¢ll with the Osages, a man had come forward to say that the little

Iy

' :captive. was his daughter, The conscientious William Clack had 20

-proof:that the man was not her father, but he thought the firtle girl

% ought to be brought back to her tribe and family, The story was like.

__;;;l)r,-- since the man who claimed to be her father was youngish and

'y therefore would have been with the buffalo hunters on the plains at

i?tb_f: time of the attack. Also, the little girl could remember the death
f’-her-.l_n.othe'r. She told her foster parents that she and her mother
were sitting.in the bushes, Some men came and shot her mother in
ithe _h'reast, and t%le blood came out of it and dripped on the ground.
i he inen t’hﬁn picked her up and put her on a horse, and she fell off
?%,Ehc first time.Later she could stay on a horse even with the wate

_ f;hg rivers.about her as the horse swam, ?
. William Clark said that the man who claimed the little girl as his

ad ex-

ges,
5, in

R 1 "
vast discussed in the offices of the President of the United State

,“in St. Louis;and his heart could beat with sclf-esteern when Big Long

Khives cime to him and awaited eagerly his decisions,

{
(o
!
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Here in this concentrated interest of the President of the Unite
States, the Secretary of War, and the Governor of the Missouri et
tory, not to mention a Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missio
was revealed at this early date in the history of the United Staté
remarkable example of excitement over small things, wherein thelbi
heart of humanitarianism can display its fervency. The tragedy:
this litle girl spoken of by the soft voices of the missionaries. v
heard in Washington, and the situation had interested the Presit
of the United States, while the crying in the wilderness of Maj
Lovely for law and order had scarcely been noted—this urgent vo
which wanted to stop murder and marauding, and which wanted th
government to bring justice to the area, or at least to control the free
men who “have made their escape to this country guilty of the iy
horrid crimes.”

However, Fort Smith was established at the point where the'lin
drawn straight south from Fort Osage intersected the Arkansas Riy;
er, and although Major Lovely was now dead, his “Purchase” w
ratified by the treaty of 1818. No matter if there was at this, tim
plenty of land within the boundaries of the cld cession of 1808 o
people who desired to settle down and build homes and cottmunit]
there was not enough space for the activities of the free men and |
schemes of the Cherokees. _ .

The Cherokee plan must have been quite obvious, since the ne
comer, Major Bradford, explained the situation quite clearly in a"‘let',
ter to General Jackson in 1818, Fe wrote that the Cherokees, looking
for an excuse for the attack on Claremont’s village the year be.fo
dramatically shouted that the Osages had killed a Cherolkee wart]
called The Choctaw, shooting him from his horse’s back, and: thi
was the reason for their attack on Claremont's town. :

Major Bradford wrote to Jackson that the facts he had uncoven
were that a party of Cherokees had gone into the Osage land and b
stolen some horses from the Osages, but were pursued by them; a)
in retaking their horses, they had shot The Choctaw from one ofit
stolen horses. He also saw through the Cherokee plan; he wrote tha
they would use any excuse to carry out their purpose to drive’y
Osages out and divide the country among themselves and their 4l
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onTes-Ree had gone to see the Secretary of War about the
radford, being on the ground, they thought knew too much,
inyFebruary, 1818. Governor Clark had been ordered to

As.an outlet to the buffalo grounds, a5 had been promuised
ent:Mosrog, and Secretary Calhoun agreed,

clever Jeaders had much to do with the ratification of the
between Lovely and the Osages, which had not been au-
41 1828, _ o

aty-was made Seprember 25, 1818, in St. Louis, with Wik

latk;:governor of the Missouri Territory, acting as representa-
the United States, )
Q08 states that the Osage Nations had been embarrassed by

t deinands for property taken from citizens of the Unjted

=

parties and other thoughtless men of their several bands

b é,l;‘qr‘e;.fa':m;l s.in_r:.e- their war with the Cherokses] and their chiefs
ﬁiﬁgﬁl{#ﬁﬁ t}la.l,:.ln recovering the property, conformably with the

fthe gth article of the T'reaty of 1808 and deduction of
I}l,c_mfcrmity, would deprive them of any for several years”
e8.ih order “to do justice to the citizens of the United
smote friendly intercourse, etc, ete,” ceded the “Lovely
fo:the United States legally this time. The north boundary
Gl! ignated “as a line running easterly to the said Osage
linejyat 4 point twenty leagues north from the Arkansas
idiwith that line “to the place of the beginning,”
for;paying the citizens who might have claims agalnst
sconsideration for the cession of the land, but the
§igovernment put a limit on the amount for which they
péhsible. They would pay the citizens “the full value of
.. :_s_,,ﬁthey can legally prove to have been stolen or de-
Qsages since 1814,” provided the cost did not exceed

b

’48;2,};@_1_‘upcrhaps unevenly so since the peace effected by
enryHarrison in 1804, even though Manuel Lisa had tried
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to harass Pike by rumors of Sac and Fox attack. Just before the treaty.

of 1818, the making legal of the Lovely Purchase, the Cherokees, de-
siring a stronger argument for taking land from the Little Ones, got
their rag-tag tribal fragments together and attacked them during the

A

sumaer of 1818, They reported that the Osage party was larger than

their attacking party, but since there was no claim of a victory and

great numbers of slaughtered Osages, there was apparently no victory

for the Cherokees,
The Osages recognized some of the Shawnee and Delaware frag.
ments with the Cherokee party, and apparently for the first time

called upon other tribes than their splinters, the Konzas and Qua:
paws, and their linguistic cousins the Missourias, who were now at- +* .
taching themselves to the Little Osages, dividing themselves between
the Little Osages and the Oroes, They became wise at last, and had
begun to adjust their Neolithic, earth-struggle thinking to the Euro-
‘peanized Cherokees’ subtleties. They sent messages to the leadersof ™.}
the Shawnee and Delaware fragments, knowing that they wereal .~ 5
ways hungry, and especially almost horseless, They promised the: .
leaders many horses and feasts if they would come to help them- .} -
against the Cherokees. They sent messengers to the forks of the Kaw - o

River to urge their Konza splinter to come to them holding the

hatchet, and they sent for the disturbed Quapaws who had begun'ts °
wander toward the Red River to avoid the frec men. They also ap- e
pealed to the Creeks, who were still enemies of the Americans, and -
the Cherokees who had defeated them under General Jackson. These:

Muskogeans came with pleasure.

Al these tribes were of the woods and rivers, dugout and trace

people, with the exception of the chivalric Konzas, and any horse

would please them, they having use for pack horses and mules, so
that this bribe would leave a pile of rawhide hobbles or empty raw- =
hide nooses at the village of Arrow-Going-Home on the Verdigris. -
The Konzas had little need for more horses as did the Place-of-the -
Many-Swans people, who must have been called in to aid the Ar-

kansas Osages.
Governor Clark had been ordered to make peace, and when he
heard of the Osage preparations and the horses they were giving and
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. the feasts and promises they were making to the Delawares and the

'}. . ‘Shawnee vagabonds, giving them permission to trap beaver on the

Nedsho, he decided to halt this strange war movement. They were
supposed to have given away three hundred horses, one supposes of
-inferior quality, to their woodland guests. However, personal gifts

! * from the Grand Hunkah would have been the best. Clark called the

council for §t. Louis in September, 1818, ,
i After the treaty there were incidents. The Cherokees took twenty
- [forty]-horses from one gens on White River as they returned from

i S ; the treaty making in St. Louis. T he trail from St Louis to the Ar-

"7 kansas Cherckees crossed the White River about where Batesville,
") Arkansas, is today. And again the Osages prepared for an all-out war
~ on theiCherokees. But this time Captain Nathaniel Pryor, trader,
. "fiiend;-and intermarried white citizen, counciled with them and
7. " gskéd them to wait until he returned from Fort Smith to mlk with

(L Major Bradford, and he urged the Major to visit the village of Arrow-

! Going-Home. He found the village full of Sac and Foxes, lowas,
1 Omahas, dnd Otoes, as well as Konzas and Quapaws—except for the
! Sacand Poxes, a Siouan family gathering, tense with Siouan prepara-
i tion for the war movement. They sat about their separate fires eating
© ¢ the Little Ones® buffalo and deer and wapiti and skunk and passing

- the pipe which bound their agreements. There was Siouan emotion

"} and Plains.dignity. The Siouans were urging the Little Ones to at-

| tack immediately, their medicine made and all the rituals completed,

~ "% and the modern Little Old Men say that only when it rained did the

- -1 'Sat;and Foxes lose their war paint. Their muskets and vermilion and

" - blankets and wah-don-skas hanging about their necks were British.
! Thesé:perennial raiders from north of the Missouri River were always

- ready for slashing and jumping back like the black wolf.

"t “Major Bradford stopped this war movement with a promise that
- the Cherokees would return the Osage prisoners; and the pext sum-
ey in°181g, the Little Ones were informed that the Cherokees were

», 1 -yeady to'bring in the prisoners they had taken in the attack on Arrow-
. “Golng-Hoine's village (Claremore Mound) in 1817, Arrow-Going-

. “Hothe himself, carrying the dignity of the Grand Hunkal to a meet-

1 ligiplace where the undignified business was the reception of Osage
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" with savages, The post commander ordered them to produce the
prisoners within a period of ten days, and then when they failed to-

THE OSAGES

prisoners, was objective. He rode to the meeting place at the mouth
of the Verdigris in July, and there they awaited word from Bradford
to appear at Fort Smith to receive their captive people. The morning
chant to Grandfather turned into mourning, and tears ran down
their cheeks when they thought of the prisoners.

"The Cherokees had an agricultural excuse, which was readily
understood by Secretary of War Calhoun as a virtuous excuse, and
it 'was also understood by Bradford but with a different interpreta-
tion, Naturally all must wait until the civilization-eager and co-
operating Cherokees could get their harvest in,

The meeting was postponed until September, the time when the
agricultural Cherokees would have their harvest in and the Little
Ones would be impatient to be away on their annual winter buffalo
hunt on the Kaw, the Republican, and the Salt Fork of the Arkansas
and the Cimarron, The Pawnees or the Comanches, seeing no lodges
of the Little Ones on the headwaters of the Salt Fork and the Cimar-
ron, might come there and kill buffalo,

Since the Cherokees had killed or taken captive nearly all the
women and children left at the village, missing only those mature
and strong enough to accompany the men on the hunt in 1817, each
gens and perhaps each family of the physical division Co’s-Dse-U-
Gihi’n, the Upland-Forest-People, who were now calling themselves
simply Sa'n Solé and who were living at the village of the Grand
Hunkah, Arrow-Going-EHome, had lost members in the sanguine
attack. .
Arrow-Going-Home was short tempered and imperious, and hid
hig dignity in his robe again, and took many of his tribesmen to Fort
Smith along with his counselor, Ts-Heh-Ga-Xe (Buck-Making-
Horns), Tallai, and his son Tse-To-Gak, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo;
and the white friend Captain Nathaniel Pryor,

The party rode to Fort Smith with anticipation, but though they
were punctual, the Cherokees did not show up, but sent a message
that the prisoners were mostly women and were married to Cherokee
men and were very happy and did not wish to come back and live
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~shiow up, the commander, fearing the insulted dignity of Arrow-
‘Going-Flome, had them there by the following day, the twelfth from
the day appointed for the meeting.
' The English naturalist Thomas Nuttall who made it 2 point to be
‘ab-Fort Smith during the council described the parting of one Osage
“Woman from her captor husband, who wept and “pled with the chiefs
10 stay,” but the Osages said that her mother and father cried each
morning as the Morning Star rose, and that their heads were stained
by the mud of mourning. The Little Ones went away angered since
-not all the prisoners had been returned, among them the little captive
¢alled Lydia Carter; and within twelve months this little Osage girl
w_bqld become the concern of the President of the Uhjted States and
the War Department and Governor Williat Clark again.
';‘:iNuttall had returned from the Salt Fork just in time for the coun-
»eil He had suffered with what he called “intermittent feyer” and had
-been under the care of the kindly Brench trader, M, Bougie, who had
one.of his trading posts at the mouth of the Verdigris,

uttall was i, but he wanted to be present at the council at Fort

Smith. This matter of the Cherokees’ holding Osage captives had
“been dramatized by the story of little Lydia Carter,
{People came to Fort Smith to gape at the renowned Arrow-Going-
I:.:[ome and the Bad-Tempered Buffalo, called Mad Buffalo, Nuttall
was among them, taking in every detail,
«He knew Arrow-Going-FHomie, There was dignity in the man, he
otight, and perhaps “urbanity.” He wore a hat ornamented with
Iver lace and a regimental coat, He was very proud, Nuttall thought
ut'he couldn’t have guessed the profundity of that pride with ali
Gyes"upon him. He undoubtedly forgot in the warm suffusions of
nour-propre, the former insults of the Cherokees in delaying the

uneil and forcing him, the Grand Hunkals, to come in person to
k humbly for the Osage captives. :
‘When Nuttall shook hands with him, and Arrow-Going-FHome

; _i;s:lgeidiNuttall if he had ever heard of him, he sesmed pleased when
Nuttall said he certainly had.

I—I'rowever, Nuttall was more impressed by Bucl-Making-Iorns,
lown a5 Tallal, He was.chieftain of the Deer, and Nuttall seermad
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to think he might be the power in the village on the Verdigris, though
he was wrong in calling him the “hereditary chief.” ¥e wore.no
medals or other Heavy Eyebrows decorations. He told Nuttall that
he needed no decoration. Fe was Ts-Heh-Ga-Xe (Tallai). )

Nathaniel Pryor, their white friend and an intermarried trader;
suggested that inasmuch as the Cherokees had not been strictly sin:
cere about the Osage captives, the Osages ought to demand of the
commandant at Fort Smith that they, the Osages, take the five Chero-
kees home as hostages. Bad-Tempered-Buffalo was opposed, saying :
that if they took the Cherokess as hostages, the women would -see
them and be reminded of the murdered loved ones or those held
the Cherakees, They would start weeping and keening, and soon the
whole village might be incited to murder them. 3

‘The Poteau flows from the south-southwest into the Arkansas Ri
er near Fort Smith and was not within the area ceded in 1808 nor.
that ceded by Lovely’s Purchase ratified in 18x8, but the Cherokees
were coming across the boundaries to hunt and trap in accordance
with agreements in the Lovely Purchase treaty, but they had not car
ried out their part of the agreement to return all the Osage prisoners;
During the Light-of-Day-Returns Moon, February, Arrow-Going-
Elome’s son, T'se-T'o-Gah, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo with his gens w
riors went to the Poteau hunting hear. This was the moon when. th
bears' fur was at its best, and one could know the boars from the
sows in the dark caves since the latter would have had their cu
during Baby-Bear Moon in December, They did not take the. soy
with cubs in the dens of hibernation. There were many caves in.the
Mississippi limestone and many writhing white roots of the sycamorg
trying to come out of the earth., Under these the boars liked
hibernate,

While they were inspecting the caves and probing under the roots
of sycamores, they noted signs that the Cherokees were also hunting:
bears, but, like the new Heavy Eyebrows, they killed both sows wit
cubs as well as the boars. This angered Bad-Tempered-Buffalo. and:
he set out to find the Cherokees, and did surprise them at their hun
ing, but his warriors were only able to kill three of them. Theyiha
short hair like the Heavy Eyebrows and wore bandeaus of. trad
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{TheLittle Ones left a gens-marked-arrow in the largest of the
The‘-?hcrokecs would recognize this,
_'I"ﬂ_mpcrccl Buffalo and his gentile followers came along the

“bank of the Arkansas, which still belonged to them, and
o-the mouth of the Verdigris and up it on the western bank,
';untﬁl they came to the trading post of Nathaniel Pryor, one
cégialf-m.iles above its mouth. As they approached, they saw a
ari party of Cherokees standing about the traders store, but

o Jate to turn back. They had only time to put on their bluf-

A ndichant a prayer to Wak'Kon-Tah and take the wah-hopeh
tits wrappings and hang it around Bad-Tempered-Buffalo’s neck

{sipped on his back, as they put heels to their horses, but they
\g'no'songs as they rode boldly into the post,

¥

P%y noted the glee of the Cherokees when they saw that they

triimbered the Bad-Tempered-Buffalo party, but be knew

‘u'ltll‘jnbt attack them at the post; so he immediately had one

_,fot‘vId McGee, to call the leader of the Cherokees and his
i ‘_‘t%m'olnpdsitc side of the main building to show lim some
nyﬁédppcr-ketﬂes which'all tribes valued very highly for cook-
‘eméndous amounts of meats and vegetables,

'ﬁ:‘-;_.C_}_harokces, who were somewhat Europeanized, won-
ul;-t::he'gipount of beaver or bear hides it would take to own
: oﬁ-‘ﬁow‘muah of the precious bear or buffalo tallow they
gita-Pryor to trade for one, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo and his
fied".on"their strong Pawnee horses, and they soon left be-
adly_rmouptcd Cherolkees, who tried to overtake them.
rokees were angered, and they left the post scowling at

sputichey. went only a short distance, then waited for darkness,

, gzgﬁ;lit'cfc_l;hntﬂ the first barred owl boomed his before-dawn hunt-

en;theysslipped into the area around the post and very
roketinto the store and stole x50 pounds of beaver fur,
intelligent Iroquoians not only had many Scottish and Eng-
lood:leaders and advisers, but even the common warriors
t_i_:gc;épt»'rhosc in the Smokies, had become partly civilized
l;l'of_.thcftricks of verbal evasion and could take refuge
ws-which they just as often flouted as cleverly as Euro-
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peans. They were thoroughly versed in double-dealing through their
sssociation with white officials of their old home east of the Missis-
sippi. Like white men, they didn't go to the trouble of denying the
theft of Pryor's beaver, but under the aegis of the law, which recog-
nized the fact that the Osages and the Cherokees were at war with
cach other and that this white man Pryor had not been neutral in the
manner in which a citizen of the United States must be, but had aided
the Osages. Pryor put in his claim to the War Department, asking
for redress under the guarantee made when he was given a trader’s
license. The War Department agreed with the Cherolee contention.
Under Secretary of War John C. Calhoun, the Department was in-
terested, with General Jackson and Governor McMina, in keeping
the Cherokees well disposed toward full migration to Arkansas.
Their Jands were needed by the Amer-Europeans, The Secretary of
‘War was typical of the period. He was an honest man, His rationali-
zations and his resulting firm stand on local matters, he could con-
vince himself, were one with a patriotic stand on husan rights.

"The United States and Spain had finally settled on a boundary line
running up the Sabine River to the Red, thence along the Red to the
sooth degree of longitude and up this to the Arkansas, along this river,
then north, in 1819, and in that year by an act of Congress on March
2, Arkansas Territory was established, and a man came from New
Hampshire to govern it. His name was James Miller. The new terri-
tory embraced most of the modern states of Arkansas and Oklahoma,
and most of the Little Ones, or perhaps half of them would be under
Governor Miller, and his appointment was importagt to their in-
terests.

- About this time in the last month of 18xg the Cherokees were

gathering their rag-tail fragments of Algonkian and Muskogean
tribes again, to agein attack the Little Ones, their slim excuse being
the killing of the bear hunters trespassing on the Pateau. They had
already collected the harlequins and had added to them the ever
ready Caddos, whe had fled south of the Red River some time before,
as well as a harassed chief of the Quapaws and his half-hearted fol-
lowers, searching for security in a chaotic world, ‘The now Cherokee
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~agent, Reuben Lewis, brother to Meriwether Lewis, dissuaded them,
-agking them to wait until the new governor of the new territory
should arrive.

- Miller was strange to the chaos of the area and believed, as Lovely
ihiad, that differences could be resolved by conference, Obvicusly the
- Cherokees were showing signs of civilization, and would be reason-
:able, they both assumed. Miller got four Cherokee leaders to go with
“thim to the village of Arrow-Going-Home, and at Port Smith picked
»up-a sergeant and seven enlisted men, as well as a man called John
" ‘McElmurray, trader and justice of the peace from the Missouri Terri-
itory; carrying twenty pounds of tobacco.

ey Miller reported that the Cherokees seemed to him little different
~from white people, and “considerably sdvanced” toward civilization.
*He, bad noted their settlements along the Arkansas with a feeling of
respect for virtue. Their deportment was very good, he had noted,
shut to a man from New Hampshire it might have seemed 2 bit over-
:done, since it was an imitation of the white men of quite another
i'pdrt of the country, with a touch of obsequiousness in it that might
Havé been suspect to a New Englander, He thought their country

]

v When he arrived at the village of the Grand Hunkah, he counted
the lodges carefully and found that there were 150, large enough to
a&cpmmodate‘:, as they varied in size, from ten to fifteen people to the
adge..And then he noted what all European visitors had especially
nistided, the warriors® height and their bull-wapiti dignity, and the
t'that they saw you without staring at you, and listened with their
t';é shut while you talked, never interrupting, He reported that the
fien’ were in average height “more than six feet,” and he concluded
at:“they were entirely in a state of nature,” and it. was evident to
hip: that very few white people had been among them, and “they
fow+nothing of the use of money, nor do they use any ardent
irits He didn’t know that they had been in touch with Europeans
erhiaps 150 years. They were simply imperiously resistant,
"The Cherokees wanted the Osages to give up to them the killers of
bear hunters and the Osages wanted the remainder of their

AT T
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people who had been taken prisoner in 1817. And here again the livde -

Osage captive, Lydia Carter, and her brother, John Osage Ross, came
into the consideration of this grave and tense council,

The Governor told the Cherokees that they must live up to their
agreement and asked both tribes to meet him October 1, 18205 and
between the meeting of August and the first of October, the Chero-

kees seem to have tied to carry out the hehest of Governor Miller,

since they wok the fittle captives from the school at Brainerd and

away from their foster parents, Mr. and Mrs. Chamberlain, the mis- . 2f -~ *

sionaries, who wept and prayed and asked prayers from others for
the softening of President Monroe's heart, At least one captive Osage
woman wept whert she was forced to go back to her people, but Gov-
ernor Miller of Arkansas Territory, like Governor Clark of Mis
souri Tersitory, seemed to have a high sense of justice, no matter
what the game might have been in Tennessee, the Carolinag and

Washington, D. G, and wanted peace among the tribes for the sakc :

of peace and well-being of the tribes.

Neither one of them knew, possibly not even Governor . Clark
that the Littla QOnes were not so much concerned about the land taken |
from them as they were angered by the fact that the land was given

to their enemy. This was not explained to them; this matter of push-
ing them west so that the Cherokees could have land equal to that

which they had owned in Tennessee, etc. It was not wholly the ceded -
land which disterbed them, but very much the destruction of their *

game; the swollen carcasses of the holy ones given them by Wak'-
Kon-Tah, and through whom they prayed, These haly ones, the Big

Animal, the buffalo, the Yellow Animal, the wapiti, and the Little

Antmal, the white-tailed deer, were given in trust to them by Wak"

Kon-Tah. And the holy ones, the beaver, the bear, the panther, the -

lynx, were being destroyed as well.

And it must have seemed to the Little Ones themselves that they E

were not now strong enough to protect these holy animals, and as 2

result were losing the favor of Wah'Kon-Tah, and the Holy Ones ., =h

seemed no longer to want to lend the Little Ones their powers.

Both grand divisions, the T#i-Sho and the Hunkah, had cried to "
the Morning Star and Grandfather every morning since the descent -
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4. from the stars into the red oak tree, and had even appointed a special

man in each physical division called Wa-Si-5i-Kak, who arose with

: the'Morning Star, and called out, chanting as he walked through the

. ‘ways, much as the muezzin of the Arabs called from the tower, He
o+ "was instructed by the Little Old Men to allow none except the very
% il or the very old to remain on their robes after he called, since the
-y Little Ones must take no chances with Wak'Kon-Tak’s anger.

""" But now both grand divisions not only chanted and mourned at
* dawn, but the Hunkah began to chant to the setting sun, since the
i West, Mo'n-ha, the Cliffs, was the divection of war and death and all

~ ¢ the things with which the Hunkah had to do, and the Ti-Sho be-

+ 1" gan to chant to the first stars to appear in the evening. Later Pierre
¢, Chouteatt, their indulgent agent on the Neosho, had to write to Wil-

- liam Clarleat St. Louis about this fervent atterapt net really under-

' stood by him of the mighty Osages to make up for their feeling of

7. "being in disfavor with Wak'Kon-Tah. He wrote, “There are innum.

1 erable ‘objections to the present agency particularly on account of

i~ family ‘inconvenience . . . every morning and evening we are dis-

" tressed with the lamentations of the Indians for their lost relatives
£ (Which-you know is a religious Custom among them).”

+ + ‘They took great care now when they made medicine to go on
: the'war moverment, and they painted their faces maticu!ously and
: guarded their ferish shields, and the people in charge of the plpﬁ-m
: the Chief's Pipe, the Little Ones called it, not “calumet"—guarded it

ealously The Litile Old Men made a ruling that all women at the

“very beginning of menstruation must be banished from the village,
¢ oWy in thése times of ga-ni-tha and have special lodges built by their

telativesa little' way from the center of the village.
“After the Little Old Men had made a ritual around mo’n-ce, metal,

" they believed that they had gained some of the power of the Heavy

.. Eyebrows, but now it seemed that they must add to it, and they made
5 tituals to' white metal and black wmetal and metal of other colors.
.- There was mare of a hint of ga-ni-tha, chaos, again, the ancient ga-n.

~r . “tha'of the Tsolated Earth People. They had begun to understand the

¢ % maimers-and methods of the woodland Indians and the free men,
: ‘when they ‘were outnumbered and came fawning, but their earth-
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harmonized protective coloration and bluff and panther deceptions
were inadequate against the agile chicanery of the Cherokees, which
was beyond their mental grasp. It was like reaching out for some-
thing with only the hands Wah'Kon-Tah had given them; also, to
whom could they pray for the lengthening of the outstretched arm
and grasping hand of understanding of white-man subleties?

In trying to describe mental grasp of anything, in their efforts to
talke of abstract things, they nsed symbolical physical actions. When
an idea was unacceptable to them, they would cup both hands, then
push them forward as if they were emptying them of water or dust,
then hold up the right hand with fingers spread and palm outward,
to defend further from the cast-off idea. When they wished to grasp
an idea or explain the evasive abstraction, they would extend the
hand with fingers open and the palm upward, then close the fingers
into a fist and bring it back to the body in such manner that they
actually seemed to be grasping that for which they had reached, only
to find that they had not grasped anything when they opened their
Angers,

This was the way they explained what was happening to them.
The physical fact of the American invasion, the razing of their for-
ests, the slaughter of their “brothers,” the buffalo, bear, wapitl, and
deer and beaver they understood, since it was simaply an invasion
which they tried to repel. But the European chicanery, the evasions
and convenient iaterpretations of the Europeans’ own Christian
standards were much more subtle than those of the bear and the pan-

ther and the lynx, and therefore their own evasions and deceptions,-

and their extended grasping fists came back empty. They could

understand nothing beyond the primitive carth-struggle of which-

they were a part, and that they might some day reduce Wah'Kon-
Tah to earth-terms,

Much of the wire-tangle of their ritualism came now, in the at-

tempts of the Little Old Men to reinforce and strengthen the cage in
which they tried to hold the Great Mysteries, and they seemed to be
mourning in their prayers to the Sun, the Morning Star, the first

stars of evening, the descending sun, and Grandfather the Sun as he.

came immediately above them each day. All this because the blug-
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‘paint, the Wolf Songs, the Crow Songs, the songs to Wah'Kon-Taj,
through the beaver, the deer, the wapitl, the panther, the bear, the
3b’1_;|ﬁ?alo,- the otter; the red oak, the redbud charcoal, their seven days'
tstings, and theit hunger dreams, their fast and beautiful Pawnee
:hpfses, their dedication to the swiftness and ferocity of the falcon
‘would ‘no longer Lold for them their Mo'n-Sho'n the Sacred One,
Mother Earth. For the first time in their tribal memeory, the Little
Qges seemed to sense disaster, and in their frustraions, they were
easily. divided,

:ﬁﬁHowcver, they remained resistant and stubbornly imperious, and
thevclever, adjustable Cherokees, and their lini federation from
across the Mississippi, and the Shawnees and the Delawares, as well
dsfchain-pressured others—the Kickapoos, Miamis, Piankashaws,
W ¢as, Peorias, Michigamans, and Wyandots, Ottawas, and Senecas—
alltinder the process of Europeanization, wearing “citizens’ clothes,”
‘thotight the Little Ones were stupid, now, since the eriteria for clevey.
néss and ability had undergone a great change among the woodland
jlm'en. Stray members of these advanced tribes came to them now,
d'were fed and treated as guests under Wah'Kon-Tak's laws, They
ore:“citizens’ clothes,” often long-tailed coats and stovepipe hats,
‘i‘li'qgering nostalgia represented by a flicker primary feather in the
ibatfd or the bronze tail coverfeather of a wild turkey. They took
cie hats off and laid them carefully aside, then reached in the tafls
o t%ieir- coats for their Bibles, Inherently Indian and flled with a
%@g;ﬁ‘eto be important, which their tribal organization had denied
them or no'longer nurhired in deterioration, they stood with ears
ifnéd to them at last, often ears of distrust and curiosity, but with

b i

es_close'd-and heads lowered in courteous silence 3 but this affected:
tthe amonr-propre of the new Christian, No white circuit rider
¢otild have been more dedicated to the Word, even though he mighe
smotionalize himself into croaking hoarseness and 2 heavy sweat,
ut these saved ones had no effect on the crystalline Litte Ones,
they feasted and boasted ix their villages, talked glibly, and wers
ortable, then waited for the fourth day of the social dance when
otse might be “smoked” to one,
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in their urgency, scveral gentes of the Little Osages had moved down
from Fort Osage to the Neosho, and there were about twenty fam-
ilies of Missouria with them, White Hair (the younger now) would
come to the Neosho later with the Wah-fo-Ka-Li, Thorny-Valley
People, one of the physical divisions of the Little Ones, His village -
had about 400 people while the Little Osages could possibly count
about 1,000, By this time Traveling Rain had become their chief. It
would seem that there might have been three of the physical divisions,
with all the gentes represented in each one, near the Three Forks,
The Upland-Forest People had been on the Verdigris some time be-
fore Chouteau brought Makes-TracksFar-Away down, and now the
Down-Below People and the Thorny-Valley People had moved there
leaving only Sitterson-the-Hilltops, and the Heart-Stays People at
the Place-of-the-Many-Swans, both apparently in one village. Of these
there were about 1,200, The Sitterson-the-Hilltops were called by the
French “Grosse Chte,” and were already being called Big Hills in
English, and their chief was Lo-Wa-Ka-Heh. .

Thus because of many things—the disruption of the tribal organi-
zation, the invasions of the free men and the Cherokees, and the War
of 1812—the tribe scemed to be gathering in one area again but the -
Pa-Solé, the Sitteron-the-Hilltops, the Big Hills of perhaps 1,200:
strong, and White Hair’s 400 remained at the old villages at the Place-,
of-the-Many-Swans. There would be now, in 1820, about 4,500 of the -

Little Ones on the Verdigris and the Neosho rivers not far ahove the:

mouths of both rivers. The several villages of the Place-of-the-Oaks, :
called “Oua-Zha-Zhe des Chenes” by the French, and “Les Chenes,” ;
which Americanized became Chaneers and Shainers, were called by*
Sibley, in his report of 1820, “Chancers,” who had been under Makes—_;
Tracks-Far-Away, Walks-in-the-Night, and all under Grand Hunkah’
Arrow-Going-Home. The Little Osages were under their chief;
Traveling Rain, and the village of Great Osages under White Hair. :

442

llllll[lull.l{lj.lll|I!I!IIIIIIIII[III!IIIll[I[IlIlIIl[IIlllIllll[lIl!II!III[!!II!!!I[!HIIHIHlll|lllIlIIIIIIllIIllllllHlllllllﬂlll[[llllll[!llllIIIIIIIHIIIHIIIIIHH!IIIIIHIIlllllllllll

v !
E R

“Rhythms of the Moon Worman

N, IN. THIS PHYSICAL BISRUPTION of the organizari
l:b_,qu;:;;pllcl, tradition just as they clung to Waf’Kon—Tc:zl;:. %ﬂiﬂ;ntiet;
. the :villages, the young men were not allowed to fall too much
; .!ZhP.IJ'Zlﬂufmcc of the:life symbols of their gentes in their idle-
_fth.c .mischievous Bear especially, but their lives and traditions
i lagl:ﬂ,l. a part .Of the rhythiical earth, and they were ever in har-
og);_A,ls_o, during this time of constant gentile war movement, the
1gles of the young men were absorbed, .
EF.GIQ;WS.S jerked or smoked buffalo meat in the village and the
ts.had not found their way into the caches of corn and pump-
gfnd persimmon cakes and hackberry cakes, stored roots of the
and the poppy mallow and the blazing star, burr oak acorns
“t:?',.anc‘:l_ pecans and do, the wild potato, and the wild bean anc;
hite-tail deer were plentiful, which they were at that timc’ucar
I}:cq. Forks, there was litdle to do during Single-Moon-by-Him-
AbJanvary. The bears were asleep, and this was the time of the
a;‘whcn the members of the Bear gens were supposed to be most
qu‘lll;ll.This was the time of year when the Little Old Men of the
g}:ght the women and girls many of the things about the Great
;e_r:es ktﬁl:at the women and girls of the other gentes were not al-
to know,

Lhey,taught them to wet the index finger of the right hand and

POLR .:[:_j,at their enermies, saying “You will die,” and the Bear women
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Z?Elug ;omen playing i{:l another place would have the young women
o bih mz-f(czfz on one S.ldE, and the young women of the Tei-Sho on
N et side. The T#/-Sho to the left of Grandfather’s dail

; ang- the Hunkah to the right, 7 b
. Before the game started

,. ° _ ) Gveryone, even the oldest dm:

.: g;?jtn over hcx:-[ ;{ogvmod or hickory stick, would bet thejr niaslf-:lpre:itilj:
s Eigf.ll orses and hm:sehair bridles, and even the four-strand
Eirgh Pﬂijozr:[?i? anc%is%ccml gypsum-rubbed skins, and soft huffalo
robes, &8 plied up on the north of Grandfather!

} : of Gran

3 ?:;llhon .thc south side, the Twi-Sho and Hunkah sides. e
*“Ihe players would line up on their respective sides, and the rwo
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are not allowed to visit the sick. The Bear medicine is strong in the
case of fainting spells, since the bear in hibernations “dies” and comes
to life. However, like all “medicines,” it must be used only by those
who have the authority.

And this was the time for the grandmothers to gather the children
around them and tell them stories, since the tale-bearing little people,
the dragonily, the swallow, and the snakes are not about to hear, The
stories are endless, and coe by one the children fall asleep, and the
teller of stories knows that they are all asleep, and when there is not
one voice responding, she stops her long, seemingly senseless tales,
£ which are often the strange and very mystical experiences one may
i have in a dream. Some of these stories may have been the true dream
1 of an ancestor of the teller, two hundred years before. The storyteller
; will stop in the telling suddenly and say, “FHai’n,” and the children
g' will respond. She does this periodically, and each time there are fewer
; and fewer responsive “ha4’n” from the children until finally there are
none. The emotionless little owls have fallen against each other, and
must be carried to their bear skins.

And thisis a time when the duennas must keep careful watch on
their charges, seeing that they do not crawl out under the edges of
the lodges and creep closer and closer in the moonlight te the flute
player hidden in the shadows. But everyone in the village listened
with delight to the flutes of the lovers, This was the idle time when
a woman or a gitl walked from the village or camp alone, the women
sitting tegether talking and making beadwork designs on their to-
bacco pouches, parfleche moccasins, and trader's cloth, would say, -
“To, ho, where js she going?” There were white traders and trappers .
and others of the settlement of the Three Forks, and some of them
had no women, but they had strange and fascinating preseats to give,

The Grand Hunkah and the Grand Tzi-Shoe would allow lictle
idleness, and they had a ball made from buffalo hide and stuffed with
the coarse hair of the bull buffalo’s neck, and they had a ball made
from the roots of the wild grape, and they would have the town crier .
go down the ways saying that they would play a game like hockey,

but more like shinny, On one side would be the young men of the
Hunkah, and on the other side the young men of the T'xi-Sho. The

3 Iaixf}t:lrutl;tl: game, even if the Hunkah side or the T2i-Sho side had
o able property to the other, they would laugh and chagt
ol ,I:‘:lftand then sit down to a tremendous feast;  ach
"Lhere were quieter games, nearly all of ¢l
o Ther y all of them gambling, i
: '?;‘C;I‘Viﬂy lwes.Wcrci: a gamble and so were their games, E::Lnd thei%- 'ihﬁlf
aﬂriz -r;aﬂ}i'ﬁ Lralmng. ff)r their existence stuggle, In the cage %fmcf'—s
o .f;, em itaty training, which was for success in battle, the Ligle

e dl:; 0 constant struggle to attain old age, then enter Spirit
; ot;[;h jll:he a}pproval of Wak'Kon-Tah, The tnoceasin gamePwa.;

ance, of quj {si {
et quick decision, upon which the wartiors dafly de.
The players sat in two ror

- ws, and between them wag
If}e;l<:1:::lm:z or a trade blanket, There were four moccasins.s ic;?clj E -
&f;: c?-;; zsmt -(m‘;1 pertﬁaps by 1820 a hawkbell) was put into one of tz:
d secretly, then a rhythm was drummed and

' ; _ a chant b

and lfl.1c moccasing mapipulated, then a player at a time wain;skzgun,
ucss.-wlzlcre the stick or buckeye or bell was. This could go on f tU
_;gs.,.an a fex‘rc;cd gambler, losing steadily, would bet his moZi
E_: 519us pos.?cssxon, but losing could rise to his feet, robeless and per
i giﬁl?l}cca.?méess, vgrap his arms about him to protect himself ﬁl?)m-
ithe’ winds, and, singing to himself sad] {

¥, walk to his firepl
"thlzeéc W?UICL be no woman there to scold him,since she 11:.1 htﬂj;éa:ce'
i€ e In the same or another moccasin game or the handggame )
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"The hand game was similar to the moccasin game, but the buckeye
was held in cither the right or the left hand, and the hands held be-
hind the back as the chanters chanted and the drum beat sofdly. A
player on the opposite side would indicate with pursed lips the hand
which he believed contained the nut and win the stakes,

‘When there was no war movement or no mourning dance at this
time, and there was plenty of food and decr near for the taking, the
people’s energy was absorbed by such amusements, but in the next
moon, The-Light-ofDay-Returns Moon [February] there was much
to do. ‘The black bear and the grizzly, for that matter, were some of
the most important brothers which Wak'Kon-Tah had given the Lit-
tle Ones, The bear's hide was used for bedding, and his tallow was
used for many things, including torches. He bad no sinews running
down each side of his spine like the buffalo, but he Eurnished meat
and tallow and hide and the sacred bear-claw necklace. And now,
during The-Light-of-Day-Retuens Moon, was the time for taking
him in his den. This was not sport, as hunting him later in the woods
might be, but this was the tirse when his hair was at its best and his
claws at their longest and most attractive as ornaments. Later in the
autumnn they would hunt him for tallow, at which time his claws
would be ugly and broomed and his hair brittle and broken, but his
mieat rich and less stringy. :

They explored the caves and under the roots of great trees and
windfalls, In the dark caves they dipped sycamare splinters in tallow
and set them afire, the better to see the slumbering bear.

If their villages had consumed their corn and squashes and other
things from their caches and their meat was growing small, parties
of hunters must go for deer and wapiti. The bulls and bucks were
beginning to lose their antlers now and were still emaciated and
searred from the last autumn’s rut, so they must kill cows and does,
and the foetus in either was a delicacy.

the dark days of winter, It was quite apparent here, between the

thirty-eighth and the thirty-seventh parallels, on the waters of the
Neoshe and the Verdigris. The frogs might sing entatively, but sho.
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mi-kase, the coyote, would drown out the flute players with his own

- love song.

And this was the time to take the beaver, because his fur was at its
best. And now they had the traps of the Heavy Eyebrows, and they
need not sit for hours waiting for the beaver to come out, The beaver
had muny traditional uses other than as food and fur, and he who
‘had beaver medicine was very important. Sametimes even a woman
of the Beaver geas of the Wah-Sha-She subdivision would have bea-
ver medicine, and she would come to the newly put-up lodges in a
new camp and walk around them four times singing, Thereafter they
would be strong like the lodge of the beaver and no enemy could come
into them or destroy them.

Then, when the next moon came, the little people, the frags, would
sing inr full volume at the Three Forks, and the great horned owl
‘would do silly things in his love-making, and the barred owl would
frjghten the little people of the grass roots and among the cane stems,
and the children of the Little Ones would stop their play and come
casually to their lodges. Only the screech owl was the embodiment of

the evil spirit, the voice of the lost soul whose face had not been
-painted ot had died in the war movement without the war paint, and

had .not been recognized in Spiridand. He wandered about during
the autumn and winter moons, weeping softly, asking pity, but the

“bravest.of the warriors didn’t want to Iisten to him.

« However, the children were afraid of wah-pokah, the great gray
ow) of the Place-of-the-Many-Swans, because he was held up to them
ag an-evil one who sat in the trees at night and listened to all the

- things they said and spied on them if they did not come to their lodges
-after nightfall, Here, near the Three Forks, the barred ow! took his
place and the children were afraid of him, and certainly his hooming

was. much more dreadful than that of wah-poka.

. F.. " - Whenthe litde peaple, the frogs, sang strongly, the barred owl
During this moon, the light of day was noticeably returning after 2 .+

b?omcd and-gurgled and talked and bowed in the moonlight, and
the great horned owl also became drunk and silly with Jove. It was a

‘witches' moon now, but the Little Ones called March Just-Doing-
.. 'That-Moon. Walks-on-wings, the wild turkey, strutted, and the noise
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of their strutting sounded like faraway thunder, just as their mad
gobbling sounded like Padouca warriors charging,

Now the hunters could sit at the heads of the ravines, where, put-
ting their lips to the backs of their hands and sucking, they could
make the gobblers come to them, and thereafter the women would be
busy making awls from their wing bones and needles for the trader's
cloth, and dusters from their tail-feathers, and with their wings they
made brooms to keep the fireplaces clean. They used the hairs of the
gobbler “beards,” along with the tail hairs of the deer, to make the
roaches which the dancers and the warriors wore. Also the wing
bones of the walks-on-wings could be used for tweezers if split praper-
ly, to be used in pulling the scraggly face hairs of the warriors. Some
liked them hetter for this purpose than the two halves of pecten shells,

The winds from the Gulf blew now, carrying the leaves far over
the treetops and making little piles of them dance round and round
the Osage fires like the dance of the Creels, The limbs of neighbor-
ing elms and sycamores, scraping against each other, complained
pettishly, and the squirrels rode the swaying limbs, hugging them
tightly, and little boys' tried to shoot them with their blunted dog-
wood arrows. This was a good time for the gentile war movement:
The woodland Indians found it more difficult to ambush the Litte
Ounes now, since the leaves had besn blown from the oaks and the
grasses and weeds and canes had been bent and broken. You could

sec the light of the Heavy Eyebrows’ campfire a long way through

the leafless trees, and you could come from the north and had to
“drink” the high south winds of Just-Doing-That Moon, but even
the scouts of the enemy couldn’t hear you. Onuly ca-xe, the crow, might
give you away when you came upon him down wind and he screarned
murder and shouted, “Nee-kahl nee-kakl” “man, manl” Everyone

listened to the alarm cry of cawe, even the stupid Heavy Eyebrows. -

Then the first grass of spring came up in the hottoms and on the
backbone of the ridges. The winter-starved horses of the enemy

would have their “noses in the earth,” eating greedily, and there

would be no crazy lead mare to see or smell you and warn the guard
boys, Just-Doing-That Moon referred to the whimsicalities of March,

but the Little Ones tmight be just doing that as well, with time heavy
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on their hands. Only the woren were busy, stretching the beaver
ides tobe traded to the Heavy Eyebrows, working the hides of the
.— Bgérs; tendering tallow, making peedles and awls and. magnificent
.‘ 1;oa)c_h§s for the men, but there were always the games for all,
' 1.‘;"'I;A)uring the next appearance of Moo, Woman, mad clouds would
begin to race across the skies, as ragged as an old buffalo robe, and
?é@ls' would come to the oaks, and the elms would scatter their
amara, which hid in the folds of your blanket and got into pots,
Your Borse might prick up his eats as if he saw deer, and sometimes
stort when he came upon the dogwood or the plum, thinking them
10sts. Their white flowers startled even the warsiors,
\ ‘When, these things happened and the chuck-will's-widow and the
whippdorwill called monotonously from the dusky woods, it would
Weah-Pi, Planting Moon, April was the woman’s moon. She
plﬁ{:ihed the corn and the squash and the other things, but among all
_t:?;'_:things she planted the cory was the most sacred, Tt was the gift to
the Lit;le Ones by the most sacred of all the animals, the buffalo, He
had: given the yellow, the red, the blue, and the speckled corn just
¢ they had descended from the red oak and had se¢ ot on their
iast over the roads of the earth, Here was the female secret of life
iviligiithe understanding among the three: Mi-Ompak, the Moon,
ﬂg&!ﬁ%ﬁﬂé*n, ‘the Earth, and Wg-Cw, the. Woman.
Roi-the corn, the woman rade little hills far apart, after she had
pediaway all the debris from the weeds and had cleaned the grass
_ he did this with the shoulder blade of the wapit attached to
%n'&_ﬂe'_bf hickory or dogwood, but by this time she might be using
itrade‘tool, if there was 0o taboo. This was a secred procedure, No
aniwas allowed about unless he was Recessary to lift heavy things;
ibe mustwork only under {nstructions from the woman,
Alferishe made the hills, she used a sharpened stick and poked a
the south or sunny side, or the Grandfather side, of the hill,
ideopped from four o seven grains of corn into.the hole, Tf she
-?f[iz]i%Sﬁo‘; she covered the hole with her left foot, and if of the
Radkiishie covered it with-the right foot, all the Hime singing and
g thérthythm with her stick, as she looked at the sky:
t;platited as many hills as she desired, taking the grains from a
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woven sack flung on her back, woven of the petdde or buckbrush run-
ners, She formerly, and at least ceremonially, painted her forehead
with one red and one blue line across the breadth, and one red and
oste blue short line running vertically on each cheek. -

Her song as she planted, heating the rhythm with her fret and the
planting stick, was the most beautiful of all the many songs of the
Little Ones,

1 have made a Jootpring, @ sacred one.

1 have made a footpring, through it the blades must push upward.
1 have made ¢ jootprine, through it the blades radiate.

I have made 2 footprint, over it the Blades float in the wind,

1 have made a Jootprint, over it the ears lean toward each other.
1 have made a footpring, over it I pluck the ears.

T have made a footprin, over it | bend the stalhs to pluck ihe ears.
¥ have made a footprint, over it the tassels lie gray.

I have made a jooiprint, smoke rises from my lodge.

I have made a foorprint, there is cheer in my lodge.

1 have made a Jootpring, I live in the light of day.

In the villages at the Place-of-the-Many-Swans, where the Big
Hills remained and where all had lived up to the first decades of the
nineteenth century, the horses had sometimes fo eat elm and cotton-
wood bark during very hard winters, but at the Pluce-of-the-Oaks,
there was always grass to be found under the weeds and the sere
grasses of the preceding season, and the horses were nearly always
ready for the spring buffalo hunt, While the women planted, the men

© guarded their horses carefully and drove them to places where the

grass was advanced, and at night brought them close into the village.
"T'o interfere with the buffalo hunts of the Little Ones was a part of
the strategy of the clever Cherokecs, who, by stealing their best horses
just before the Little Ones sct out for the Salt Fork and the Cimarron
and the upper Arkansas, might effect their own meat supply, Later
they would make bluff-invasion to keep the Little Ones from the
hunt. However, these activities were left mostly o the drifters and
vagabonds, since the Cherokees were true planters and this was the
time of year when they must be busy with their own plantings, upon
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which they were much more dependent for corn and squash and
other things than the Little Ones. Also the trespassing hunters and
trappers were taking their furs to market during the season,

- But this was the season of madness. The jungle moisture from the
Guif turned into ragped clouds, which sailed over from the south.
When the cold air of the Arctic met them and caused swirls ng clouds
to come out of the sky, the greening trees were shredded, and pulled
up by the roots. Then the Little Ones would watch the tail of 2 tor-

~ nado swing like a lariat to the earth, hissing Joudly like a snake dis-

trbed in spring, and they would run to the cane stems, the running
oaks, or the sumac, to lie flat on their stomachs and hug tghtly o
Mother Earth. But they ran only if the swinging tail dropped south.
west of them; otherwise they watched it until the hail came wich the
raifi Then they ran to their lodges or held flint buffalo hides over
their heads, If the lightning came, they sang, It has been said that
sometimes a few very frightened young wasriors of the Thunder
gens (the Mystery-gens) would ‘take their trade rifles to a high spot
and there, throwing their robes off, challenge the lightning, singihg
their death songs, but no one remembers this now.
+ ‘During May, the Little-Flower-Killer Moon, the women cultivated
their plantings, then made ready to go-with the hunters on the spring
buffalo:hunt. Little-Flower-Killer Moon was thus named because

i during this time the little earth-hugging flowers disappear, and:the

tall spiderworts and cone flowers and other tall flowers wave in the
winds of the prairie.

- ~The grass was greening the prairie now and the horses become fat

S;!.ll.dzstr?n_g again, and each physical division organized its buffalo
hunt with leaders and soldiers and whippers, and they set out for the

-~ plains. Along the trail to the plains they had special spots where they

carnped, each -named for some incident, a tree, a large stone, a foot
race or. 2 horse race that might have occurred there, or a death, an
accident; or for some topographic or geological feature; even for the

- praok of some young men. These places had. been chesen carefully

:years hefore, and were chosen with water and fuel and grass and their

_enemies in mind. They didn't mind, they said, if their enemics knew

about these traditional camps, since when they-went to the plains for
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buffalo, they traveled in physical division groups, or even in a tribal
body.

The boys would play at buffalo hunting, pretending the camp dogs
were buffalo, and they played “rescue” on their ponies. In the woods,
when the streams stood in deep holes of water, they played “otter,”
slicking a slide, and no otter had more fun.

They might consume eight days, more or less, on their travels to
the great herds. The final camp in several of the hunts of the Little
Osages had the name, Bed of Big Lakes, evidently the environs of the
Great Salt Plains, As a matter of fact, in 1811 George Sibley had
gone there to meet Beautiful Bird of the Little Osages.

There was a camp at the spot wheve Coffeyville, Kansas, now
stands, which was called Medicine-Man Creck, the first camping spot
on the buffalo trail. The Little Ones found a strange Indian dead in
a cave near there, and one of them with special power (medicine)
fanned away evil. Beyond that was another camping place, where
they camped the second night out, called Fire-Medicine Creek, Smoke
was once seen rising from this creek and the horses were frightened.
Far out on the headwaters of the Cimarron was a camp (the fiftcenth
from the Neosho) called Mo'n-I'n-Ku-A-Ha, where a man of the
Buffalo gens died, and his importance called for a mourning dance.
"There was the camp on the creek called Mi'n-Kshe-Ska, which might
have been the original of the modern Chikaskia, Another camp,
called Waters-of-the-Cedars, might have been on the modern Cedar

Creck, a branch of the Caney River, There was a camping place near

the spot where the modern Elgin, Kansas, now stands, Here an im-
portant woman called Hawkwoman died. And a camp where the
Little Ones had to dig a trench and put up breastworks against stam-
peding buffalo, "This was the Place-Berween-Two-Waters, and could
have been the modern Arkansas City, Kansas, between the Arkansas
River and the Walnut River, or a spot in the modern Oklahoma
Panhandle on the Beaver River, between the Cimarron and the North

Canadian, They had had to dig a trench around both spots at dif.

ferent times.

Then there was a camp where a visiting Konza won a race, named -

in his honor. And at the spot where the modern city of Bartlesviile,
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. Oklahoma, now stands, the Little Ones had a buffalo-trajl camp, and

. called not for a death, an incident, or creek, nor yet a topographic
feature, but called Ka-Wa-Skinkah, which means “Litdle Horse™ and
refers to the stick horses which the children pulled up, a species of
large cane which they rode about the camp playing Osage and
Pawnee, )

\ ““There was a camp, the sixth on the third trail, where a horse was

i castrated, which they called Pride-Taken, which was two -camps

¢ westerly of the creek called Bear Creek; becavse there were always

i many bears there. However, both the sows and the boars might still

L 1 ~-be emaciated from their long hibernation, and their tallow not plenti-
4o 7 hikor good and their meat stringy and strong, but they might not

have lost the sheen of their winter coats, even though they might
ave begun 1o shed their long silky winter hairg,

. 7/There was a Dog-Dies-of Thirst camp, which implied some long-

© 4go. tragedy of Neolithic survival struggle with temperamental na.
_‘ -_.tlgjre.i:-‘_ffhere was the caimp where the Papaws-Grow, and, far out on
_theplains, a camp which they reached in seventeen days, they called

.+ Roory becanse here there was a gap in the plains swells,

. ;-;:rEach gens in the permanent camp had a Fire Lodge, where any

-member could go to get an ember, and this fire was supposed to be
weternal,-and there were especially appointed men to keep it going.
© When’they reached their hunting camps, each gens esiablished a
“FireLodge.
;f‘Eafh'unit of hunters was organized according to the old tribal
unting organization of the Little Old Men, cxcept in the physical
> division ‘units, the chief of the divisions took the place of both the

£~ Grand Hunkah and the Grand Tt-Sho, und if the hunting unit were

:gci_)_tiie,lof course, they were under their chieftain, but the organiza-
“tion.of the hunt was the same,

~ “Many.of the hunters attached stag beetles to their shot and wad-
.c:!,xpg‘pou_ches, since the stag beetle brought good luck, The children
f.oﬁt_cn ook with them to the plains from the oak forests the insect
- called:walking stick. When they reached the last camp and were set-

i tlg:difof- _Ehe hunt, the children would hold the walking stick up and
i squegze it stightly, asking, “Where are the buffalo?” Upder pressute,
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the insect would turn his head about and hold it in a certain direction,

And this was the time to gather the seeds of the ma'n-pi-ha, They
would gather them before they left sometimes, and at other times
they could find them on their way. They gathered the lictle black
seeds and then chewed them, Then they blew them on their clothes,
which they kept in the Jong, highly decorated bags called parﬂeches
possibly from the French pour les fleches, “for the arrows.” They did
make these bags for their extra arrows and especially for their sacred
red and black ones, They picked the leaves of the zhe-bia for scent,
and ate;the leaves of the sheep sorrel. They took along with them at
all times the bark and twigs of the slippery elm, tied in little bunches,
and when they killed fat buffalo, they could put this elm into the
tallow and it would be preserved. They ‘met with few bears on the
plains, so they must carry bear tallow with them, into which they
had put slippery elm asa preservative.

Sometimes they met grizzly bears on the headwaters of the Ar-
kansas and even on the Walnut-Grove River, the North Canadian,
and the Cut-Salt River, the Cimarron. They left the wah-sabe, the
black bear, behind them in the woodlands, but mi-szo, the grizzly,
would come down the streams hunting the-wapiti and the buffalo

that had died the winter before in the screaming blizzards. He would
stand and look at them, . with dead flesh of the wapiti hanging from:

his closed mouth, If they didn’t need his tallow or his great hide, they
would go on about their business, but if they saw that his winter hair

had not yet formed balls and tangles and he seemed fat, the hunters

would fie in the grass and crawl toward him, moving the long bottom
grasses; and he, in order to see beter, would stand on his hind legs,
then they would shoot him between the paws which were close: to:

gether for balance over his heart.

But mi-tzo sometimes killed a hunter. If only wounded, he would
scream and rush toward any movernent, but before he could over- -
take the running hunter, another would wave his robe like a picador
and the nearsighted one would go for the robe waver. Another would: "
attract him by robe waving, and soon the wounded, bewildered beast
would stand and give the hunters another chance; and arrows would
fly from several directions, entering under the forelegs, crashing the
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: houlder, or seeking the jugular, but they never gut-shot mi-zzo. This
ould make a screaming maniac of him, so that he would not even
sfop:to.bite at the arrow,
hey-hunted mi-tzo afoot. Their horses were crazy with fear when
+smelled him,
Sdme.time after they arrived in camp, the Buffalo-Pawing-Farth
Mogn would make the lodges of the camp into spirit lodges, and the
; tress bent by the winds and whipped by the sand along the
ings;of waler in the sand-choked beds of the Salt Fork or the
Gimarron were Shoshoni women, they said, looking for lizards.
Cazpe; the crow, was not there on the plains, since he did not dare
'lilowv the Little Ones so far away from the forests, but the vultures
cd'and cawe-tonkah, big crows, the ravens, came and angrily
houtcd “Ku-wak, ku-wak,” as they banked above the butchers of
; ,uffalo. .
The;wolves and the coyotes sang seldom now, but the buffalo bulls
'ad Begun to paw the earth and roar. They became ill-tempered and
Sodl, Adooking at the Little Ones on foot away from the camp, as if
ould.challenge them.
i ﬁre_s of the Little Ones must be made of cottonwood and elm
1n bﬁffalo chips, unless for its merry crackling they.-had brought
€m some-mulberry wood, which they might save for some
: i (;1;;’11 oceasion, The wind was ever present, and often even in Buf-
aloPdwingFarth Moo, it lifted the sand from the river beds and
tlike. smoke from a prairie fire. Also the clouds with tails
ariat, would come, and the Little Ones must go to the thickets
ttoms ‘and eling to the stems.of the bushes and resiliant trees,
their heads with flint buffalo robes. And often now the
phtter, the lightning, would come, and they must ever be lis-
ning.for, the carth pounding of the stampeding buffalo, Always
wth%;@giqgﬁ renches about their semipermanent hunting camps, When
e}yil' ecySphtter came, they dared not use the wood of the tree he
'uched
ithr:y came to the p]a.ms hunting each May and September,
- ti :Ones. brought many of the things of the woodland which

',d H't'

; 'n:ught need on the plains. They brought squash and persimmon
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cakes, yonkopin foi food and medicine, but they didn’t need the
yonkopin for malaria out on the plains. They brought corn with
them from their cache neat their permanent village. They brought
materials for dyes which they might need: the'dodder (love vine),
which they boiled for their much used yellow dye, and the bark of
the maple for black dye. They had no need to bring walnut bark
with them since they could go across drainage to Walnur-Grove
Waters, the North Canadian River, to obtain it. They used the wal-
nut bark for black-staining and also for a fish lure, On the plains there
was little fishing to be had, but they sometimes fished on the way to
the plains, in the feeder streams of the rivers, They made seines from
buckbush ruaners and dragged the waters, first having baited the
shoal end of holes of water with crushed leaves and stems of the
black walnut. This, they say, lured the fish to a certain spot,

The hunting camp was ever busy. The women had brought dog-
wood litebs with them from the woodland, and with these they made
conical structures, almost the shape of the frame of their lodges, but
more conical and, of course, much smaller. These small limbs they
bound together with sinew from the pawpaw, just as they did with
the hickory of the lodges. ‘They constructed these miniature lodges

over foot-deep pits in the earth, in which they had built a fire of
hickory. They had to carry the sinew and the hickory with them.

They had many pack horses and mules now.

When the coals were ready, they placed the sheets of buffalo meat .

over the framework, exactly as if they were covering a lodge with
skins, The meat had been sliced off the carcass in thin slices by the
butchers, not in cuts, When the meat was sufficiently cooked, they
took it off and Jaid it on a clean buffale robe from which the hair had
been taken, then they placed another robe exactly like the first one
over the meat. :
They danced on the covering robe and cften became unbalanced
on the uneven meat under the robe, but they laughed and made jokes

and sang ridiculous songs to the rhythm of their handclaps. There i

was nothing sacred about this phase of food preparation.
When they had danced on it, they removed the top robe and put
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tallow over the meat, mixing it in well, then stored it in specially

‘thade parfleches. '

T'hie first thing to be done, even before the huaters came in with the

uffalo meat and the hides, was to take care of the paunches and the

cart sacs, which the little boy messengers called #i-he-4i brought
from the hunt. Little boys were eager unofficial messengers and

n here and there to deliver their messages..

"The.women filled the paunches with hot tallow and placed them

holes formed as perfectly as possible in the earth clay, then when

the huhters came with the hides they staked them out, flesh side up,
ofil the ground, and fleshed them.

While the women were doing this, the men cooked the ribs. The

cat’tht was not to be preserved by staoking and cooking was cut

. thin ‘ribbons and hung on the diying racks, They could jerk

é}i'morc; meat on the semiarid plains than they could in the

hi :_idiq'r of the Place-of-the-Oaks and the Place-of-the-Many-Swans.
ey often waited to tan the hides until they had arxived in the per-

anent villages again, .

aithe Buffalo-Pawing-Earth Moon they could harvest the roots

the. plant which the French called pomme dlanche. They could

toots raw or cook them, and they spent rouch time in their
mrie;camps collecting these roots and drying them for winter.
shhcre was also the prickly pear cactus, which was abundant on the

plns ax;.td rather rare in the woodlands, and since it was very im-
ht"they gathered it during this moon especially for its peeled

2, which, they used as sizing for their painted designs on robes,

also'very important for arrow wounds.

;avtid there were the young sprouts and floral buds of the milkweed,
ch were: delicious food, And if they stayed long enough, they
Iso have the matured fruit, which when boiled was delicious,

ke, cabbage, they say. The stem of the young cattail they must

) )ﬁ_rl,l_}g":i?ifi:th them from the woodland. They bofled it

hgTittle Ones were busy in their buffalo camps on the Cue-Salt

tet and the Low-Forest Waters and the Red Waters, and they

s Wd!;’fiﬁ, their horses carefully, and warn the boys who guarded
! AL
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them in the daytime to remain in sight and watch the plains sw;:ll_g
where the sentinels were. If they saw a sentinel running toward camp

zigzagging like the Tree-Splitter, they would know that he had scen -
Pawnee or Padouca or Comanche scouts or hunters, and they must -

bunch the horses and run them inte camp. Where the bulfalo were,
there the Little Ones would find their enemies, but these were chival.

the panther, the wolf, the bear, the coyote, the eagle, and the raccoon,
and not the cleverness of the Troquoian Cherokees, which was like

lightning when there were no clouds, and like floods when there had

been 1o rain, and was detached and strange to the animal world,

It was sportive to ride out under a gentile leader and appear on .
some plains swell so that a Pawnee hunting party might see you,
then watch them to see what they might doj or if the party was srall, ;
engage them in a short skirmish and try to count coup on their leader, |
avoiding the giving of the death stroke with spear or hatchet, as well
as avoiding his counter stroke, then ride off singing a song you had -
just made up for the oceasion. And when your song was finished,

your companions would say, “Ha-ha-ha-HEY,” and purse their lips’

taward you and call you Saucy-Calf. Saucy or playful buffalo calves
did not always escape from their merry adventores unsuilieds t_heyl )

sometimes butted 2 skunk or a porcupine. o
The sentinel and scouts were ever on the alert watching evet

movement through the plains heat dance. All things which moved .
on the plains now since the Turopean had brought me'n-ce, metal,

were referred to by the Little Ones as Si-Mo-I's, Walking-Glint, Now
in the sun of the plains you could see the glint of metal for miles,’

even if it were only a wah-don-ska worn about the neck or atrade.

ear pendant, and certainly you could see the glint of a war hatchet
and gon. It was for this reason that the Little Ones called all visitors
cither friends or enemies, Si-Mo-I'n, The least bit of metal worn by
an approaching party would be as a heliographic signaling but talk-,
ing like an idiot. :

One of the frst European metals the Little Ones saw were bullets

brought up the river to the Place-of-the-Many-Swans by Heavy Eye’
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 brows during the seventeenth or eighteenth century, and they could
 think' of pnly one thing which they resembled: in both shape and
tolor they were like the nipples of a woman's breasts, which they

. ‘talled mo'n-ce, and thus did the Frst bullets become mio’n-ce, like-
“t " nipplesof-women's breasts, and later all metal was thus called, the

~.wotd mo'n being the word for arrow, 'The bullet actually called mo’z-

A ! + i ¥
. ; . . “¢esmo’n, mo'n-ce, any metal, and mo’n, arrow, hence “metal arrow.
ric enemies whom they understood, since they fought and hunted . oj ’ » any ) s y

under a common code, and whose cleverness was the cleverness of =

i

"+ During the next moon, the Buffalo-Mating Moon, ne sound could

o live whiere the buffalo gathered except the roaring of the bulls. They
" walked up and down challenging, they pawed the dust into pale
i+ smoke and wallowed like horses in special spots devoid of grass. Soon

- the Little Ones came upon solitary bulls standing in the shade of river
biotfom cottonwoods or standing with heads to the wind, as immobile
s boulders, defeated and outcast frem the herds.

71 -By.the time the herds had passed the headwaters of the Arkansas

~.and:the Cimarron and the Salt Fork, the Little Ones of the Place-of-

1

' __--;tht:‘{i()aks were ready to move back to their permanent villages, and
¢ “the Little. Ones from the Flace-of-the-Many-Swans were ready to

" leave'the Republican and the Konza and the headwaters of the mod-
- iern' Marais des Cygnes and the Neosho to return to their corn and

¢ squash patches. This was the Yellow-Flower Moon now, Angust, The

f_‘;étl}lcl_epmd had come and the compass weed, the breomweed and the
pariridge pea and the bluestem of the prairie was yellow-washed.
The yellow butterflies floated over the tall bluestem of the praivie-

- plains, “just doing that,” and the goldfinch bounced over the trees

at;the edge of the woodland, twittering, and there were the yellow-

- 'headed blackbirds beginning to flock,

s :Fdfﬁ_ftcen or sixteen days the Little Ones traveled along their well-
- known buffalo trails back to the villages, and along the way they '
~gathered the fruits and the roots of plants which they used as food
- and miedicine. Many of their plants grew on the prairie, and Yellow-

.4 Flower Moon was harvesting time for some of them, especiaily the

% sc@f:dé? of the columbine, which were perfume for clothing when
"‘chewed and blown upon finery, as well as making a very good drink

A if,wbén?‘rpn#ﬁdercd and dissolved in hot water. Young men prized it
v highly, They stole the powder from the women who were pounding
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the seeds in an elm mortar, and secretly rubbing it on the palms of
thelr hands, they tried to get the girl of their fancy to shake hands
with thern. If she did, they believed she would be bewitched and fall
in love with them. :

This' was the Peacemaker Moon, as well as the Vellow-Flower
Moon, the symbol of a sub-gens of the T#i-Sko. The earth was full of
the yourg of animals and birds and the four colors of corn were ripe,
and their ears bent over the footprints of the women, the sacred gife
of tho-e, the bull buffalo, The pumpkins would soon turn and the
squashes lay waiting. The cone flower was symbolical of the Peace-
maker Moon, and nodded in the soft-talking winds to the Little Ones
as they strung out across the prairie in a long line coming home,
their parfleches full and the pack animals groaning under their loads
of buffalo hides and heads and hooves.

But when they arrived at the villages the Peaceful Days did not
enter with thern, and they must laok back over their shoulders to the
prairie-plains, when they thought of the Peacemaker.

4€0
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[T, EVEN THOUGH THERE WAS N0 PEACE for people who controlled so
srable a domain, the peace of the plains they could understand.
he;y,'could understand the border-line steuggles and the chivalric
lnvasions gs they had always understood them, even though now the
Rawneesnaha (Long-Halr [Lodges]-from-River-Bank) scemed to be
coming down in great numbers especially to attack them, In April,
1818, sixty, miles north of the Arkansas, on the buffalo plains, a party
nsisting of members of the Wapiti gens of the sub-FHunkah and the
siider. gens of the Grand Hunkah were looking for Pawnee buffalo
@b@qgé_,_it_l_ order to run them back toward their old huating grounds
ié#_}_gi:;l{gpub]ican River. There were forty-eight warriors in the
i :aud-they seemed to be an advance party scouting for the tribe
ibefore they moved out in May.

LT hey saw several Pawnees sitting their horses on a plains swell, and
ode toward them, The Pawnees seemed Lo have great fear and

onld not yait for the Little Ones to approach, so they fled precipi-
atély, lying along their horses’ backs, The Little Ones, numbering
o gight; felt secure and gave chase, but in their exultation they
[linto:a trap, There were four hundred Pawnees waiting for them
¢ a:plains swell at the head of a gash canyon, and only one of
e.Lones rode back to the Place-of-the-Oaks, The Pawnees had
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This, however, they understcod: the Pawnees had ambushed them

by decoys just as they had ambushed the Pawnees many times, but it

changed nothing, The Pawnees went back to their villages on the
Platte after hunting buffalo on the head of their yiver and on the Re-
publican, and the women of the Wapiti and the Spider sct the dogs
to howling with their keening.

There was one mourning dance for all the slain warriors, The
women put the blue clay of mourning on their heads, and the Ti-

Sho danced to the left and the Hunkah danced to the right, and they

danced for four days, fasting. The Wapiti lifted their knees high as
they raised their war hatchets and emotionalized themselves into 2
species of frenzy. They painted their faces yellow and black and blue,
and the Spider painted their faces black with white and yellow lines
bere and there like the lines on some species of spider, although the
symbol of their gens was in reality a black spider. The Spider dancers
lifted both arms like the spider in defense-bluff as they danced.

On the fourth day the mourning party, starved and fervent, would
ride out for Pawnee scalps, one for each scalp they had taken. This
would take many days and there would be many mourning dances
before they could take the forty-seven scalps to compensate for the
scalps of the Little Ones, and some of the dead young warriors-of the
Wapit and the Spider must wait for some time before they could
enter Spiritland to be recognized by Wak'Kon-Tah as people of the
Wapitl and the Spider of the sub-Hunkak and the Grand Hunkah
of the Little Ones.

But warfare with the Cherokees and the free men was different.
They would not go back to their villages across the Big Waters, the
Mississippi, but wanted Mo'n Sho'n, the Mother of the Little Ones,
for themselves, And this is why the Little Ones looked back over
their shoulders to the prairie-plain for pleasant, peaceful thoughts
and prepared their ears for more unpleasant things as they approached
their village.

In this period of the early 1820%, the Cherokees seemed more and
more intent on taking their land, and the Little Ones were still kept
constantly busy taking horses and killing the hunters and trappers,
both Cherokees and free men, when they trespassed on the land
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which Chouteau and Sibley and Lovely and Clark and Miller and
Bradford had said would be theirs forever when they touched the
feather,

They tried 10 understand why they must return horses which they
had taken from the trespassers or pay with bodies of the killers of
such trespassers, and whenever a Mo'n-I'n-Tonkah, a Heavy Eye-
brows of importance, came along who would listen, they would ask
the question. They had faith in Major Bradford of Fort Smith, and
they had had some faith in Lovely, and part of the tribe had faith
in Chouteau. Apparently both Bradford and Miller saw the justice in
their pesition and even said so, and what Governor Miller saw, the
pew Protestant missionaries, who had just come up the Arkansas
River to establish Union Mission on the Neosho and Harmony Mis-
sion on the Osage River after establishing Dwight Mission aroong
the Cherokees, also saw and could write about in their journals.

In commenting on Governor Miller’s attempts to bring about a
lasting peace between the Cherokees and the Osages, the missionaries
could employ with him the criteria of the European, which they
thought of as Christian justice: “He [Miller} expects to hold a coun-
cil with the Cherokees; designs if possible to induce them to comply
to the terms of peace which the Osage propose, which are these: That
the Osage do not deliver up the murderers, and that the Cherokees
retain their captives, These terms will appear reasonable when we
consider the fact that most if not all the Cherokees who have been
killed, were killed in consequence of their encroaching on the Osage
hunting ground, contrary to the former treaty.”

The Little Ones naturally had no such criteria for Christian jus-
tice, but they were befuddled, and could not come out of the deep
groove of natural-balance struggle and could not cope with the new
force of reasoned aggressiveness and power and property greed of the
European. The leaders of the Cherokees were for the most part
mixed-bloods, of British and Scottish descent, and there was one
leader, Tom Graves, who had not even one drop of Cherokee blood.
These men were ambitions and much cleverer than the bearded bar.
barian, the free man in general, who had a racial memory of the
gibbet and the debtor’s prison. These mixed-blood men had a pur-

463



THE OSAGES

pose, and their objective was an empire in the beautiful and well-
favored land of the Lintle Ones ruled by themselves, under special
understanding with the United States, and living as an Indian nation
in some category outside of territorial restrictions and statehood, They
also had their racial memories of sacial stratification in England, and
in racial memories they could feel the ingrained pressures. They
would he as princes and dukes and knights in this new land.

They were relicved when they found that the just-arrived Protes-
tant missionaries were not sent especially to make peace between the
Cherokees and the Osages. They intended to get possession of the
Osage land and, like canny Eusopeans, attacked from every angle.

They organized like Europeans and svrote letters to the President
and to the Secretary of War, and they talked with those at the fort
and at the missions, Dwight of the Cherokees and Union of the
Osages, always putting themselves in the position of the innocent
and demonstratively Christian agriculturists, who were being con-
stantly harassed by the plains pagans and savages, “buffalo Indians”

~-a term of contempt, They drew to them with grand promises of .

land in the Jush Osage domain the displaced Delawares, the Shaw-

nees, the pressured Chickasaws, the Piankashaws, Peorias, Weas,

Michigamans, Kickapoos, Seaccas, and Oneidas, but all their ad-

vances across the boundary line were under the aegis of retaliadon
for some killing or horse-taking by the Little Ones. By 1821, Agent .

Grabam was directed o locate fragments of the Kickapoos, Shaw-
nees, Miamis, Piarrkashaws, and Weas as far west as possible, along

the Osage line. The game had been killed off by the white men east |

of the Osage boundary, and these tribal fragments were starving,

The Littde Ones, of course, were silent, inarticolate in their own

defense, They knew nothing of justice or fairness; they knew only

the primitive basis for all earth reladonships, They could not put .

things like an eye for an eye and a tooth for a tosth into words, nor
put into words the fact that might is right and weakness is wrong,
or do unto others as you would have others do vnto yon.

These laws were the laws of the earth, and they felt them and
were completely under their influence, or they never could have

survived, The effects of the distortions of these primal laws by the
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_Eurapean for his own self-illusionment now faced them, and they
were Jost, :

"The Christian had really believed that he had invented the Golden
Rt_zle, when as a matter of fact he had only emasculated it and had
gax;.i that “might does not make right,” but he conld never quite ex-
plain “.righr,” even to himself. In force jn the grass yoots, on the
desert, in the sea, in the forests, and on the plains where exgsted the

- perfect law in the balance of nature, it could be translated as do ro?
do unto others that which others are equally able to do unto you,

Governor Miller tried energetically to bring about peace between

+ - the- Cherokees and the Osages and the Algonkian fragments the
,f?fmcr had inspired, He lefe his post at Arkansas Post and made
-d:ﬁ'fg_:ult trips upriver to the Cherokee agency and on upriver to Fort
,§1,ng;h.. He talked with the Osage chiefs and learned from Arrow-

. Going-Home that the Osages were tired of holding thumbs on the

:J_Ja'nlmcrs of their rifles and wanted peace. Arrow-Going-Home told

Mﬁler he wanted to Jeave the old men and the older women and

“maqy of the younger children in the villages on the Verdigris when

~he took his people to the plains for buffalo hunting, and wanted his
heart to swell as they came running to meet the hunters on their
returiv.in August and in December, Now he must take the whole
yillage with him, and the Song of Death was sung many times before
they returned. He told Major Bradford that his people did not ask
-,_fgr_ peage because their medicine was small. The Cherokees must be
- Agnotant-if they thought the medicine of the Little Ones small, He

[...osaid 1}‘1 coulsl send an army of fifteen hundred warriors to the Chero-
*kee villages if they wanted to fight. But he did not want 1o fight, and

‘the Cherokees would sce no more moceasin prints of the Little Ones

. - on-theirside of the magic line, When his warriors conld come back

to'his village and say to him that they saw no footprints of the Chero.

- keeson the Osages’ side, then there would be peace,

| ;;?:ur;ng the spring and swmmer of 18ar, there Wwas tenseness, and
-everyone knew that the Cherokees intended to wait for a propitious

. Imomentto carry on with the war, and everyone knew that as long ag

- the Osage warriors remained In the villages of the Place-of-the-Oaks,

o ,.;-'%!Qflg' the Verdigris and the Neosho, the Cherokees would not attack,
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But they also knew that the Osages, fearing an attack by the Chero-
kees, would not go on their buffalo hunts, and this meant near star-
vation for the nomads.

The silence of the Little Ones and their Bear-Panther, Eagle pentes
a-prowl from the Neosho to the Red River, taking arms and horses
and scalps from the trespassers both Cherokee and Heavy Eycbrows,
must have finally given Governor Miller a feeling of injured inno-
cence, especially after a man wheo called himself Big Soldier, of White
Hair’s village at the Place-of-the-Many-Swans, had come to the Neo-
sho and had lured young men from Arrow-Going-Home's village
and from the village of the Big Hills on the Verdigris to follow him
to the Red River looking for Heavy Eyebrows hunters. They found
the trespassers and came back with five scalps,

Miller had exposed his health to the malaria and the storms and
the hardships of the Arkansas, and in his "Well, my conscience is
clear; T've done about all any human can do to reason with the
Osages,” he could actually find logic in the glib hypocrisies of the
Cherokee chief Tak-Atoka and the mixed-blood and white leaders;
and especially could he find reason in the great Cherckee scheme to
obtain Osage land west of the Mississippi for the harlequins and the
organization of Indian nations. To their voluble protestations of
Christian virtues and agriculiural innocence, he finally gave in.
Naive Lovely had salved his conscience by his famed purchase, but
Miller threw up his hands and said go ahead. Trudeau back in 1793
in §t. Louis, surrounded by the several tribesmen who would have
the blood of the Little Osages and who had taken refuge in the bar-
racks, reminded one of Pontius Pilate scornfully looking dawn upon
the circling Judeans, but Miller was Pontius Pilate washing his hands.
He left almost immediately for his home in New Hampshire on
leave, but Major Bradford and Matthew Lyon, the factor at the
Cherokee ageney, induced the Cherokees to postpone their attack,
This was not difficult since the disturbed Litde Ones had not yet left
for their spring buffalo hunt and the warriors were ready and riding
up and down the boundary line. The Cherokees had been urgent in
March of 1821 when they wrote to Major Bradford, warning him that

“in a very short time” they expected to go to war with the Osages and

466

The Grizzly Bear Lunge

stating that they certainly didn’t want to do anything wrong con-
cerning the white people living between themselves and the Osages.
?}‘hat wuiilt:i be wrong, and they wouldn't want to do anything wrbng.
* 3 there is a good many of you people in our way we do not wish
to injjure the persons or property of any Citizen of the United States
and for that reason we wish them out of the way; you know very

" "well that it is very hard to govern an army, there is wild young men

among our people that is hard to govern which it is the case in all
other armies, .. "

. Theoretically there were no white people on the Osage side of the
magic boundary line, and except for those who had special permis-
siop, they had noright to be there, There was an agreement in the

" “treaty of 1808 between the United States and the Osage tribe that the

', “white trespassers on the Osage side of the boundary must be arrested

by the Osages and turned over to the authorities, without harm to
them. This didn’t work, since the authorities could do nothing about
the free men expressing their freedom, and they were back across the
line as fast as the Little Ones could escort them out. Cutting off their

heads or taking their scalps seemed to be much more effective.

- -So the Cherokees were warning the fort that the veterans of the
~ Warof 182, who had been given grants in the Arkansas country, and

“the serfous settlers, along with the wild, barbaric free meen, must clear

out; but Major Bradford seemed to be impressed only with the fact

;. ‘that the Cherokees were acting in a very civilized manner,

' He made another attempt to discourage the Osages from killing

. tf;rgg:, men and Cherokees, and the only answer he got from the savages
~was.reports of gentile killing of citizens and Cherokees, and he too

~ . scemed to begin to forget his own words that many of these men

o
were a set of the most abandoned characters ever to disgrace a gal-

lows.” At least he might have remembered that they were slaughterers

;. ot the Osage pame and wanton trespassers.

;oA fter warning Major Bradford, the Cherokees sent a delegation to

.Washington to lay before President Monroe the story of their abused
. . innocence. The Little Ones were silent, and the Cherokees thought
;. them uncivilized and obtuse, The Little Ones watched the faces of
.- the new missionary neighbors on the Neosho and the face of Major
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Bradford to find an indication of what might be wrong. Little-
Flower-Killer Moon was approaching, and it was time for the spring
buffalo hunt, but they remembered 1814, when Arrow-Going-Home’s
village had been burped and his old men and many of the women
killed and taken prisoner, They had no idea whether it was fair or
unfair for the Cherokees to attack their semideserted villages; their
reason would tell them that such times when the warriors were gone
would be the proper time for such attacks, but the Cherokees didn’t
go on buffalo hunts to the plains and the whole thing was out of
rhythin. The Little Ones always left their villages and left their corn
and squash growing in the fields and their caches full when they went
on the winter hunt, They had put a flint buffalo skin over the doors of
their lodges, so that the bears couldn't get in searching for prehiberna-
tion delicacies. The Pawnees and the Siouans would be hunting as
well, and only the Potawatomis and the Sac and Foxes might, rarely,

attack such a defenseless village, and the Caddoans never, since they

were afraid of terrible retaliation.

So now Little-Flower-Killer Moon of 1821 was approaching, and
the Little Ones had to have peace so that they could leave their vil
lages, Either that or they must have war now and get it over before
the Pawnees and the Padovcas scattered the bufalo on the head.
waters of the Cut-Salt Waters, the Cimarron, and Red Waters, ths

- Arkansas, :

There is nothing to indicate that the Grand Hunkeh, Arrow-Going-

j Home of the Verdigris, or the chieftain of the Little Osages, Travel-

ing Rain or White Hair of the Place-of-the-Many-Swans, or any other
of the Little Ones’ leaders planned to frighten the Cherokees by an
invasion of their country, but it was good strategy, since they must
go on their.annual spring hunt and they knew that the Cherokees
were waiting for them to leave before they made an attack. The
invasion of the Cherokee country by the Little Ones was the lunge
of the grizzly to frighten away the prowling panther from his wapiti
caxcass, o the rush of the wolf withi raised hackles and bared fangs
at the ccyotes sitting about waiting for him to quit the deer he had

~ killed. If they made a bluff rush now, the Cherokees might not attack
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their villages when they were gone on the hunt; it might frighten
them or throw them off balance,

Thus in April, 1821, the Little Ones of the Place-ofithe-Oaks, four
hundred strong, made a war movement, The Do-Do'n-Hunkah was
appointed and the pipe was brought out by the proper gens of the
Wah-Sha-She subdivision, and the Do-Do'n-Hunkah smoked the

- sacred pipe and went out to fast and pray, singing his prayers to

Grandfather asking if he should go. The ceremony of the hawk, the

“wah-hopeh, was carrled out, and when he was taken From his shrine
" and dropped, his head was toward the west, the direction of war and
-death, despite the fact that they must move easterly to attack the

Thing-on-Tts-Head People, the Cherokees, and ail was propitious.
Bad-Tempered-Buffalo, the son of Arrow-Going-Home, was lead-
er; and the young men set out for the mouth of the Neosho, where
they hunted so that they would have plenty of meat, then they set
off along the well-worn trail along the Arkansas River, When they
hiad left, the clever Arrow-Going-Home rode to the Union Mission

- on the Neosho just twenty-eight miles east of his village on the Verdi-
+gris, and there pretended that the young men had escaped from his

control and were on their way to attack the Cherokees in. their own
country. He warned the missionaries that they must keep their cattle

-and horses out of sight, since some of his young men might need
‘them, He told them there were gentes from other villages and his
‘control over them would not be strongs therefore, the missionaries

must keep their livestock in, Otherwise, harm might come to them.

*The wily Ki-Ho-Kah Tonks was interested in only one thing: get-
ting .away to the buffalo hunt, He wanted no trouble which might
make necessary counciling with Major Bradford and others, thereby
delaying his hunting, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo’s thrust was the wolf
lunge, the grizzly-bear charge, the closed-wing dive of the eagle, in
order to have peace, He had no intention of attacking the Cherokees
and he had no fear that the Cherokees would attack four hundred
warriors of the Osages.

+ This was always happeaing since the people with That-Thing-on-
Its-Head had come across the Big Waters. His young warriors would
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stop before reaching Fort Smith and apply their bluff-paint, then they
would show themselves at the fort so that the Heavy Eyebrows there
could see them and be impressed and tell the Thing-on-Its-Head
People that many warriors of the Little Ones were on the war move-
ment. There would be "That-Thipg-on-Tts-Head People there at the
fort also, and they would tell the chiefs.

‘When they arrived at the fort, they sat their horses across the Po-
teau River in their war paint, singing. It was Planting Moon, April,
and the wind was chilly and they had their robes pulled well abont
their heads. Then Bad-Tempered-Buffalo and He-Sees-Far and Not-
Afraid rode across the river to the fort. They said they wanted to
hunt on the north side of the Arkansas, since the Cherakees came
across to their side to hunt. T'his was denied them, but of course they
had no desire to hunt and expected to be rebuffed, They asked if. the
others might cross over, but this would not be allowed by the nervous
officers at the fort. The leaders had refused the outstretched hands of
the officers and had refused to eat and would pot take drinl, but their
faces were as pleasant as their bluff-paint would allow them to be.
They examined everything and missed nothing with their black,
darting eyes. "The effects of their bluffing on the soldiers pleased them,
and they could scarcely appear haughty and thunder-angry as they
had intended,

The three Little Ones, He-Sees-Far and Not-Afraid under their
leader Bad-Tempered-Buffalo, stalked about.the fort, watching the
faces of the officers. They pretended that they were seeking ont the

weaknesses of the defenses, although they certainly had no thought

of attacking. There were miles of undefended stretches along the

river, between the fort and the agency of the Cherokees, They were
bluffing, so that the officers might tell the Thatr-Thing-on-Its-FHead -

People that the Osages were four hundred strong and were prepar

ing to attack them,
When they left and recrossed the Poteau River to their own com-

panions pear its mouth, they made a great show of bringing timbers -
to the edge of the water, as thongh they would raft across to the foot

of the fort. The officers in command at the time, one Lieutenant Mar

tin Scott, immediately called their bluff and had two six-pounders
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! l?r':)t}ght into position. He had soldiers standing ready with lighted
‘s;P‘lll‘SftO ‘discharge them, and the Little Opes could see all this quite
VWt;‘,_]_.l;‘s;r hey.were very proud that the Heavy Eyebrows chief had been
frightened; : ' -
-f‘ijTheY' stayed along the Poteau and Lees Creek, and plundered. the
ettlers-along the Poteau, which was still Osage territory since the
xx.x}.agi&li'nc of 1808 ran along the Arkansas. The settlers fled in panic
_ﬁfczs's the:river to the fort, and when the Litde- Ones .came upon
oivesubdued Quapaws trapping for a Heavy Eyebrows; one Etienne
aupine, they killed three of the four and chased Vaugine across the
ver 20- the fort side. 'They even tried to intercept him as he paddled
cross-looking back ever his shoulder and shouting for Lieutenant
ottt fires Co ' e
nTl'lt‘:y"'Were probably emotionalized by ‘this time and were really
exp 1EI:1cing- 2 grizaly-bluffed panther's angry frustrations, They
camerupon three Delaware hunters ondLees Creek and killed them; -
It::fsce:rns rather strange that, since the Poteau River was on the
uthside of the Arkansas'River which divided the land ceded by the
[tide: Onés both in 1808 and by Lovely's Purchase in x818 and since
Jand soql:h of the river was recognized as Osagedomain, nol one
gtpq;tipg.‘tO" Secretary Calhoun and nomission journalists or letter
: _e;:._s.,.m ‘general seemed to remember-this fact nor that the settlers
1om'the Little Ones plundered, as.well as the trapper Vaugine and
h Delewarcs, were trespassers. Even Niles” Register for June 30,
2 and.the Arkansas Gazette of May 12, 1821, stress only the'claims
ediwitlithe governnient and. name the claimants. Some- of- the
.1§1~ ‘were for horses taken, bacon, tools, corn, destruction of a salt
i} ,:-pt‘:wter. plates,-and at Ieast four stands.of bees, It is not Tikely
%‘%ﬁa__ﬁ‘afié’l'cmpcrcd-Buﬁalo and his warriors' carried. the bee stands
: '2‘3?3@#6%]1 though they loved boney: as much as wahesabe, the

bﬁﬂr,i H PR

App_gtcntiye the bluff, the grizzly-bear rush, was sl'ltc;.:cssful, and
reven Zlqhqugh\ the Little Ones did little more than clear the Poteati of
g Iﬁ&a;gfs!ér'sl'rathcr definitively in some incidents, their. objective was
4 !j ; B
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,e,-y:‘in'ust have been well pleased by the grcat=cxcit;:mcnt which
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they created among the settlers both white and Cherokee above and
below Fort Smith, without even crossing to the Cherokee side of the
Arkansas. The rumors were dramatic, and people soughe refuge in
the fort or fled down the river, and like Chicken Little magnified the
rumors, creating more dramatic ones, Rumor had it that there were
cight hundred Osages, who were divided into eight groups; one
group was coming down the river, another from the north out of the
mountains, and a third was killing everyone they found in the more
settled parts of the Cherokee country. It was rumored that they had
broken into the garrison and plundered it.

Women and children were concentrated in a group of houses, and
men had come to the factory for powder and lead. However, Matthew
Lyon, the Cherokee factor, had loaded his 113 kegs of powder and 50
rifles on a boat and sent them down river.

Crittenden, who was acting governor, asked Calhoun, secretary of
war, for “swords and pistols for two hundred troopers,” who had not
yet been raised.

But there secmed no good reason for killing Vaugine’s humble
Quapaws, since they were not actually trespassers, even though in
the treaty of 1818 they had been pushed from their original domain,

‘where they had lived by sufferance of the Little Ones, Later it was ;
discovered, much to Arrow-Going-Flome's chagrin, that his son, :
Bad-Tempered-Buffalo, had allowed a chieftain, Mo'n-d'n-Pishche; .
Does-Not-Walk, or ‘Walks-Badly, referring to the eagle on the -

ground, to kill the three kinsmen Quapaws who might have been

useful in war later. Some Cherokees had killed this young man’s

wife and child, and he said that he had mistaken the Quapaws for
That-Thing-on-Tts-Head People, since they had red trader’s wah-don-
skas on their heads, just like those of the Cherokees. ot
Apparently to soothe his might-beuseful-in-thefuture kinsmen,
Arrow-Going-Home made a great show of punishing the young man,
possibly even handing him over to the Quapaws for punishment, but
he fled the village, and could not be found. .
Fow much the Little Ones had heard of the excitement they caused
on the Cherokee side of the river is not clear, but if they had known®
of the dramatics and the fear they inspired without even crossing to
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‘the. Cherokee side, they would have been puffed with pride and very
;hitppy. And they apparently did think that their grizzly lunge was
‘highly"successful: Arrow-Going-Home with more confidence bug

Ath misgivings led his-village to the hunting grounds.on the upper
atets of the Salt Fork and the Cimarron Rivers for the summer hunt
May of that year. :

. jl]cti“Chalpman of the Union Mission family on the Neosho rode
?!.Ei}?qnty—eight miles to the village of Arrow-Going-FHome on the
e_i‘ﬂigtis to ask the Grand Hunka# if he mightaccompany the Little

@ﬂeﬁf on-their summer hunt, he found the village deserted, He was a
,gg,éig?!ﬁf-ﬁoﬂfm ¢ulture, and like the early French nilssionary-explorets,
Hewis trying to learn the Osage language. He followed their broad

t-soré distance west of the Verdigris, then had to turn back.
trail led slightly south of west and would cross the Arkansas
iy _'st'bglow the mouth of the Cimarron.

I lieLirde Ones were perhaps fifty or sixty head of horses ahéad of
18,Chergkees in the game of horse-taking, and these they, of course,

&{yith sthem, although the Cherokee horses were not much- at
nnifig-butfalo. - ' . :
Whieh they were about twenty miles out from their villages, a white

E}}l_hgéf.intb" their camnp with upheld hand. He was unarmed and

i_éj_ir:fa_.immediately to Arrow-Going-Home's lodge. After being
g:saidithat he had come for his horses which the Cherokees had
thin im and which the Osages had taken from the Chero-
& poitited them out, and the young men helped hit catch
disent him on his way back to the Chérokes settlements, .
diwily-Arrow-Golng-Hotme would use hins a5 o messenger,
Elefiew-the grateful man would tell of the great chief's genergs.
llowlng:him to have his horses, 'The Grand Hunkal was
$,4hd afrald that the Cherokees would come-when he and liis
Syigréabsent and destroy the villages on the Verdigris and burn
ghes; and he knew that Bad-Tempered Buffalo's bluff- would
ind;long. He sent a message to the mixed-blood chief of ope
gtokees-who had been most dedicated to the hit-and-run
"alter-Webher, He asked Webher for a three months’ armi-

§I ta é"thﬂt three months. would,giw: the Cherolzees time in
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which to make up their- minds whether they wanted war with the
Osages or peace. He implied that it would. make little difference to
him which they chose, but there must be peace or-war; and if the
Cherokees wanted war, the Osages would see that they got it. Elow-
ever, if the Cherokees wanted peace, they could send an agent to the
hunting camp of the Osages, along with a chief who could carry with
bim his-people’s thoughts, and they would make a peace that wonld
stand. He stated in the message that.he could not talk for Traveling
Rain of the Little. Osages or for White Hair of the Thormy-Valley
People, and not for To-Wa-Ka-FHeh of the Big Hills, nor for the
Heart-Stays People, but only for the Upland-Forest People, This is
what had happened when the Heavy Eyebrows. and.the Cherokees
had crossed the Big . Waters, the Mississippi, and the.Grand Hunkah
could talk only for bis villages. - L Sy
"This was only simple- primitive cleverness, ‘Three months would:
end during the Yellow-Flower Moon, August, when he and his peo-’
ple would be back from the summer hunt with their pack. animals
loaded .with- meat, .and . they would find: their. caches of :corn and
pumpkins and squash intact, Then on their return from the hunt he
koew the Cherokees would not dare-come:on . the war  movement. :
Also, about the time the white messenger: reached : Union, Misslon,
there was 2 strange rumar that the Little Ones were about to inyadé °
Cherokee country north. of the Arkansas River, but no one seemed. ¢ :
know the source. Arrow-Going-Home had instructed his white mes
senger to stop at'Union Mission and tell the people there about hi
praposal to, Walter. Webber, and perhaps might have implied. that's
other .physical divisions of the Little Opes, the Big Hills or.th
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hiad ‘2 drcam which was unpropitious. This was probably put forth
by-‘th.c U'nion Mission. or the Dwight Mission “family,” since they
% ere-abxious to have the savages guided by spiritual power—Chris-
Uan, of course. "This could have been a legitimate reason for the turn-
mgf’bacl{ of the Little Ones, but it would have had to do only with
i'hmr own concept: the voice of the carly frogs-in the bayou or the
ictions of a bear, - : . -
f--Iti'WaS also said that the Little Ones lacked powder and ball, and
tl:lﬁ(‘ they were poor and riserable and sick of war. This was cilévcr
-mized-blood Cherokee propaganda to inspire-thelr anchored agricul-
lfurirsts to action. No one except the Little Ones knew that it was-g
ucﬁess_ful ‘bluff which allowed them to leave for the plains on their
itimer hunt, Ca =
,ﬁW:ébBbrl did not accept: the: propesal by Atrow-Going-Hore, but
Ei{ef’ults were the same as if he had, He made little forays intc,i the
fage cotintry- and stole: horses and plundered mixed-blood Osages
d_-,:fﬁ‘rr:nch intermarried citizens, and: talked miich about invasion,
‘I_ﬁ':g.‘lla his band attacked the trading post of Chouteau and Revolr
.landf%dllcdv the latter, causing his family to flee into-the woods. Revoir
asia very kiindly man and was well thought-of both by the Osages
d ,ﬂﬂlge.-rru;';sfm.mrics. He -was in effect 2 member of the tribe, despite
a1 Pams W 0 Gl
: back at ansas; they joy-danced
E'u c}iI.{evmrs -scalp, while his family came.from-the woods to
qryMissiqn, bringing along their pet wapiti calf. :
7 ﬁ;vle'v;:r, quite sc:a'so'nably a rumor was born to the effect that
Thorny-Valley People; were preparing to invade.the Cherokee coup aﬁéé};ﬁﬁ‘i ﬁ::;i? ofr of[: ﬂg -1\'Teos}-m,. thf':- Verdigj:-is: aod the
try, especially the latter,:since he disliked  White Hair very much. , Vadé-the Chcrc))’kce r:ounL1 s (e Ot o vy
{ try, ‘This set. the: Cherokees to preparing

Since the Cherokees did not attack during the summer of 82x b Gong. This wwas i
. : ns. This was in Iuly when Arrow Goin .
- -Fome and ‘Tray-

this might indicate that the bluff was effective, and just as Asrow, Wil ety s !

Going-Home had thought, they would wait until a future abscnc M;[:E; -3:‘?511:?::: i’:::; E—ﬂiiocf’?;;Ka-iF{eﬁ .fl.ro.m th:‘: Place-of-

to attack, e o - "i}ﬂhﬁ’hi;&i.fipeople. Y ; ¢ plaits-in huntlng. caraps

- "T'here were many interpretations of the actions of Bad—Tcmpcrcg_l w £ Cherokeos in their prc o o . .

Buffalo.in not invading the Cherokee country the April before. On é hait the harlequin rem B Par?tlﬂoln to recefve this attack got tos

interpretarion was that he.or one of the chieftains under him. ha s nd they cgmc to c;::;tfle(;r Dc DIZJ HI\VEH{& aad ihawnm; "
wight Mission at the Cherokee

474
475



THE OSAGES

agency, and blacksmith hammers rang on anvils making horseshoes
for the war,

There is no reason to believe that the Litde Ones had anything to
do with the full blooming of these rumors, but they could have
planted the seed of rumor as a protective psychclogy slightly elabo-
rated over the trickery of coyotes.’

'The people of the three mission “familics” of Dwight down the
Arkansas River, Union on the Neosho, and Harmony of the North
Fork of the Osage, now called Marais des Cygnes were dedicated
bumanitarians, a bit smug about their God-concept, and the very
nature of their calling made them susceptible to and appreciative of
dramatics. Arrow-Going-Ilome and perhaps the adjustable White
Hair scemed to know this, and when they wished to plant a seed,
they planted it at their missions, Union and Harmony, aad they rea-
lized that the fullblood Cherokees were as cautious as they them.
selves were. However, the Cherokee mixed:blood-and -white leaders
with titles of captain and major from Jacksonian wars against the
Creeks and from the War of 1812, and with the white man’s greed
and dreams of power, they feared and could nat understand: They
used the people of the missions as laison,

"Che military people like Major Bradford of Fort Smith and the
factor Major Sibley of Fort Osage, Governor Miller of Arkansas and
William Clark of Missouri, scemed to be dedicated to justice and fair-
play and had pride in their sense of justice, even if the Little Ones’
wore no shirts and sometimes ate with their fingers and yowled to the .
morning star and the rising sun, Miller traveled under all sorts of ad-
verse conditions up -and down the Arkansas from Arkansas Post;
trying to settle the differences between the Cherokees and the Little-
Ones, so that there could be peace. But the constant, stories of Osage-
atrocities, given him by the intelligent and glib Cherokees, and. th
taciturnity of the Osages and their imperious stubboraness and pride-*
ful unreason finally injured his vanity in being just, and he threw u
his hands. Fle was like a devout woman filled with self-approval;o
her own Christianity, who made an appointment with God each day

to pray for the safe return of her husband or son from the war and ;

P

476

The Grizaly Bear Lunge

I}g,:‘ on-recelving the telegram that he had not survived a bartle
ight raise her face to the sky and say, “I'll never pray again.” J
Major Bradford's report on the incident of the vicions Cherokee
atfack on Arrow-Going-Home's town in 1817 was probably the

ongest indictment of barbarism that can be found in the docu-
nietils of that period. He was profoundly moved to have used such
itter words, yet his tidy military mind could pot comprehend the
lhngs and the scalping of trespassers by the Little Ones, not so
chto protect the Sacred One as to save the “brothers” W:zﬁ’Knﬂu
ﬁ h:_id' given them, the wapiti, the deer, the buffalo, and the bear,
hg.lr existence depended on these “brothers” and they were fight-
'g‘jf?r existence, both spiritual (72i-SA0) and material (Hunkak),
gaﬂy he, too, would find his vanity in his own military justness
2dby the stupid reticences of the Osages and their “depreda-
:Hions” in, the face of white-man logic,

.\hgl_&;l_.ib might seem that Governor Miller might have had his
hm%g?ugf hieart. throngh injured vanity, there is the possibility that

a or:,Bra.dford's change was not wholly. personal, He was an offcer
United States military service and Andrew Jackson was his
,‘il_lqg_,ra}nd Andrew Jackson's policy was to keep the Cherokees
k ?aWs, Choctaws, Crecks, and Seminoles flowing across thg
g*iﬁmﬂpll.tq relieve the pressure in Tennessee and Georgia and
;gl Cagolita and make room for vaters. The eastern Cherokees
g Creaks, Choctaws, and Chickasaws were afraid to come into
‘ .nAtry.rof the mighty Osages, and the Osage power and activity
tllJF{playing their yoles as deterrents to invaders as they had al-
998, though now the pressure was irresistible sitice it was cre-
ravsplanted: Buropeans on the move, This ‘might be indj.
thrapgh an incident of September, 1821, when the Little Ones
136 on their winter hunt, . o :
t:_kg:_.rthe sumter of 1821, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo’s gﬁzzly lunge

ather’s circling from the trail, up-winding the Cherokees
17 A8 Iii_e‘. moved away like the blufing grizzly, may have ché
okees from attacking the villages in their ahsence,
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