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Home because he was the Grand Hunkak to restrain the géntes

Hunger Stalks the Little Ones

o Hﬁpl(aﬁ—dignity, stood up, and with his roach seemed
isistx feet plus. Characteristically, be arranged his robe
' ‘Ir'éfﬁ* boulder in such a manner that-his right shoulder and

LI

Aok mﬁph faster perhaps than a European could have spaken

nd-dngered, their orations were in. the manner of Cicero,
{foldiBiadford' and Pryor that he realized that his people had

to:them, but they did not turn over their “brothers,”
swapiti, the deer, and the bear. How could they give
hgswhich were not theirs to give away? These “broth-
helong to them, but were from Wak'Kon-Tah, He said
‘Onés wanted these “brothers” for thetnselves, and the
o tight to come across-the magic line and tike them

his fair-mindedness, went to the Cherokee country’ accom'pim
the trader friend of the Little Opes, Captain Nathaniel Pryor,%
to dissuade them from renewing the war. ©ora . i and we I learned
- 'The two went to"Arrow-Going-Home's camp when hé';etii’fg@:ﬂ- i rs ar§ ?#En;éat’ he sl ,?ln TTlC ,?re. hotyet learne d
ini August from the plains. This was during the time when his"Beosle il J:’(:;g.ttl_t" arll o things as the at- {fmg“onjtlzflﬁa
were harvesting their corn and ‘squashes, and gathering _ldti:ls' fruits thiese: people come actoss the magic line and kill the
and roots, the red, bitter wild plums, digging blazing star oiks 45
do, the wild potata, and they decided that this would nat’ he*"
pitious time for the council. S Ce
They returned in September just before the Little Ghes ot
out for the plains on their winter hunt, and they asked Arrowi

’

‘w-l'onkak Ki-He-Kah, Long Knife chief in Wak'-
the /ThatThing-on-Its-Head People across the Big
& .thern our- Mother Earth, the Sacred One, he did not

his village and the gentes from the White Fair vill’zige“"él_i:cli
from Traveling Rain’s village from making the war movemen
The Little Ones, because of their stubborn and'impcrioUsfi{éﬁ i

and their dogged scalping and plundering of trespassers, were t
to be primitive minded atid even stupid, by both the Chigrolk
the whites, but they could express themselves rather imprés_s'{'i;"él '
even with glory in war and in oratory, and in the latter att théy:

far superior to the Amer-European, who was redundant and flover

On this fifteenth of September, 1821, Arrow-Going-Hotne;

i kil our {‘brothers™ and steal our harses, and our
st kill- thern, i

e:awith-these people and .now that peace-has fallen
i broken. We made this peace at Sho'to To-Wo'n,
rillsay that it s all. right if the Long Knife chief will
1‘;1'lgg;',tha;t.havc happened since we made that peace in

-and make another peace between us and the That-
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Thing-on-Its-Head People, We will not make the war movement-of
the That-Thing-on-Its-Hlead People if they do not make the-w
movement across the magic line. From this day until peace is ma
again, these people will not see the moccasin prints of the Little On
on their earth across the magic line, if we do not see their Eoctprmt;s'
on our eatth.

Major Bradford thought this a fair proposal and assured Afros
Going-Home that their “Great Father” in Washington would e
of it, and he would further assure him that he would prevent thf:.
Cherokees from coming up the Arkansas to attack the Osages. -

"Their confidence restored by the assurances of Bradford, who senf
the speech of Arrow-Going-Home and his proposal to Calhoun,
secretary of wag, the Little Ones prepared to leave on their wint
hunt on the plains, But this time they took theis women and childre
and old men with them. They were late—it was September zo—and
they feared that the Long-Halr [Lodges]-from-River-Bank Peopl
Pawnee-maha, from. the Platte or the Ci-Ci-Ka 4-Ki-Ci'n, Republic:
Pawnees, might have run the buffalo from the environs of their old
camping places. As a matter of fact, Arrow-Going-Flome's scouts had
reported that not only the Pawnees but the Wi-T's-Ta, LodchaF.
Away Pawnees, the Wichitas, and the Borrows-from-Others Peop,
the Riowas, hearing mysteriously that the Little Ones were having ‘ of:Bradford would keep his word to them. Also, they
trouble with the Cherokees, were running buffalo on the hcadwa;' : ¥ away to the west from the Cherokee land, and they
of the Cimarron and the Salt Fork. S “ ncmwherc their plmns cnelmcs were, :

At the crossing of the Arkansas just below the mouth of the’ Ci né
arron.-the Little Ones divided, the eager warriors going up the,
kansas to find the Pawnees, the Wichitas, and the Kiowas, and the
others traveling along the old familiar hunting trails. When thq.
reached the old camp near the mouth of the Little Arkansas Rrvej;-
the war party found that the report of the scouts had not underes
mated the numbers of Pawnaes, Wichitas, and Kiowas; and ev
though they were not hunting together, they sent messengers: bag
to the main paity, who had moved only one day’s travel from'th
crossing, to have more warriors join them. This left old men, woi
and children in the slow-moving hunting party, with only a. feh
wariors to guard them,

Hunger Stalks the Little Ones

f'the. Tei-Sho Wa'no'n gens at that, Thunder Fear, the
@The (Nopawalla), who was not even of the Plateau
cal division but of the Little Osages, could not recall the
éfs‘é’ of .the warriors, but thought that Traveling Cloud

m

gtbrown during the Bu[falmIBrecdmg Moon, the July
o7 d)lééched his hair.

¢rireadily left the camp of the hunters with the old men
1l children .without much protection sifice they be-

Téme's council with Major Bradford some time in
£Deer-Hiding Moon, September; and as soon as the
this, they gathered three hundred warriors together,
hatlequin remnants of the Delawares, Creeks, and
'thc first, twelve of the second, and twelve of the

feady to ride until the Little One’s Deer-Breeding
dnd when Major Bradford heard that they were on
tit ‘downriver to meef them in their camp about
3 f.rgm-.Fort Smith, and there urged them to turn back
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and they would go on and destroy the village of the Little Ones, but -
Major Bradford told them that this time Arrow-Going-Flome had
taken the women and children with him, and that White Fair and
Traveling Rain would send delegates to meet in St. Louis with Rich-
ard Graham, Indian superintendent, for a peace treaty, while their
people were on the winter hunt, and that they also had taken their
women and childrer with them to the plaias.

This seemed to anger the Cherokees, and the free men became too
arrogant for Bradford’s military concept of citizens' behavior, so he
ordered them to return to the agency, Elowever, he seemed unable to
do anything about the Cherokees and one white leader, Tom Graves,

When the army of the Cherokees passed through Fort Smith, he
not only seemed unable to stop them but seemed disinclined to do .
s0. He had written to Cathoun of Arrow-Going-Home's logical pro-
Posal on October 1, and it wouldn't seem likely that he could have :
received orders so soon, but he did an inexplicable thing: he gave the
Cherokees a barrel of gunpowder, according to Graham. It is true .
that Graham. was deeply chagrined when he had to report to Calhoua .
that only delegates from the Osages had appeared in St. Louis to
make peace, while the Cherokees had been contemptuous, and Brad-

ford’s allowing the Cherokee axmy to pass upriver through Fort * _
Smith placed him in a very embarrassing position, Fow could 4 lorslyroaches. He immediately began to discover the facts while

conscientious man trying to carry out instructions and do his duty * : waited the larger party who had followed the trail of the Osage
know definitely what Calhoun and Jackson wanted? ' wartiors.io . -

The Cherokees were not only not stopped at Fort Smith on their '
way to make war on the Osages but were apparently encour_agcd,
even to the extent that they didn’t stop at the empty Osage villages
but took the trail of the Little Ones when they found it where it *
crossed the Cimarron. o '

The signs were print highly illustrated to them, They saw the
narrow hoofprints of the pack mules and the tracks of the dogs, and
even the small moccasin prints of the women and boys, along the old
hunting trafl and read them perfectly.

And here at the crossing below the Cimarron the Cherolees also di-
vided, and part of the warriors followed the hunting party and part
followed the Osage warriors. The Cherokees who followed the hunt-

ng‘menage soon overtock them, and they saw from the hills that
here:were only twelve running horses in the rerauda. It was Buck-
ittling Florns Moon or Coecn-Breeding Moon, the first of Novem-
£y and the women were gathering cattail stems to make the bottom
s'lls.rof the lodges or wading the shallow waters of river-abandoned
Ies with their poles, feeling for lotus roots, It is said that the dogs
d't know they were near.

{The Cherokees charged suddenly and began killing the old men
ind.women and children, That night there was no sound of keening.
& Chierokees had made their camp as far away as possible from the
slavghter, and the women and children were hidden in the bushes, in
e-:Lgottom of ravines, as silent as the grass roots after the owl’s boom-
g:{The Cherokees baited and maltreated their thirty prisoners, who
vsalable boys, strong young women, and young girls; they killed
-‘é‘f?lPﬁd the old men and the older women they had taken.

hete were about one hundred Cherokees and their allles in this
ty; and they hurried back to their agency as fast as they could ride
ith their borses and their prisoners; and when they reached Port
nith;:they, boasted that they had taken seventy horses, had killed
orty Osages, and had thirty prisoners, As Major Bradford listened,
duld see that the majority of the scalps were long haired, and not

par

pughts might be seen where the horizon came down to meet the
fonall sides and one could see the white buttocks of the antelope

les or.the movement of the sound-screening ears of a rabbit a
shotiaway., Woods-Indian-ike, they found a feeder of the Ar.
:and screened by elms and cottonwoods and undergrowth
pared to make camp. ’
g Iroquoian, the Cherokees were brave and effective warriors
ithe ;-ltriow;fhad assurned the caution of feld-anchored people, and,
,ad‘:put, their old religion behind them, There was no religious
y to follow the warriors of the Little Ones onto the unfamilias
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and fear-inspiring plajns, and certainly the agriculturists among them
must have had thoughts of their corn and hogs and thejr log cabins.
back in Arkansas Territory. It is likely that the barbarous free men

and planning mixed-bloods urged them on. At least one white mag.

was with them, the Osage-hating Graves. Fe might have slipped by’

Major Bradford at Fort Smith quite easily since he dressed as a Chero
kee and spoke the language.

It would seermn that the Litle Ones had see the Cherckees’ wood
land thoughts revealed here on the illimitable plains, They watched:

them make camp, and just when their horses were unsaddled and
unburdened, and before they could place gnards, they charged. The'
Cherokees stood and fought bravely, but they were no match for the’

fantastically painted giants, and darkness came as an ally. :
When this badly defeated army came through Fort Smith on theis

shattered return, they could only boast vindictively that they had*

killed five Osages and exhibit several scalps, but only two of them
were Osage roaches; the others were long haired and belonged to
their own fallen. When accused of this, they couldn’t very well deny
it, since everyone knew that the Osage warriors wore roaches. ‘The
then said that they had scalped their own dead to keep the Osages
from scalping them and carrying them back to their villages to dasce
the victory dance over them. Bradford believed that the Osages didn'%
need these few scalps since they had plenty of others from the battle}
In his investigations to “arrive at the truth,” he noted in his report
to Calhoun that the Osages charged so ferociously and fought at such
close quarters that many of the dead Cherokees were powdcr—burnc"
This ruined the winter hunt of the Litde Ones of the Verdigris fo:
the year 1821, and during the winter 1821-22, they were hungry, and
they visited often the villages of the Neosho and even the Place-o
the-Many—SWans. They visited their relatives of those villagesiin
groups and stayed long and depleted the food of their relatives of
these villages, '
The Union Mission Journal in reporting the attack on the huntin
camp said: “The very few who were at the Osage camp when itw
attacked, kept the enemy at bay till the women and children coul
get off, but the resistance of 1g or 12 warriors against a large body:
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akees was small, and 100 of - the Osage people are supposed to
g6y killed and taken prisoners, Several of the prisoners have
sotue have been killed, since they were taken. It may be a
Umber are missing than they have yet known. How dis-
Aheir situation at present. They have returned with no pro-
d are very poor. Their situation called for our prayers and
ayers of all good people.”

Weiters in the Dwight Mission Journaf at the Cherokee agency
lifte .so moved by the plight of the Osagres and assumed a
dctness about the affair in a sort of news item: “The wat-

ii8.pursuit of the Osages. Today, a party of Cherokees
om. the campaign, When they separated from the main
:Cherokees they were within one day's march of the main
#0sages. This party consisting of about eighty fell in with
Osages about 75 in number all of whom were killed and

the: story of the triumphant party who attacked the de-
ting camp, and there was no comment on the disastrous

srilater, when the people of Dwight Mission heard the de-
“Biadford and heard through a Mr, Scott of some of the
mumitted by some of the free men, mixed-bloeds, and full-
e, Dwight Mission Journal carried the following:
2 Women and children and took ninety odd prisoners
i¢hswomen and children, three of whom a woman and
joung girl they most barbarously murdered after their
élvillage . . . and threw their bodies to be devoured by
thichiwas seen by Mr. Scott on his way to this place . .,
a$ perpetrated by one Graves a white , , , .

1 Graves was arrested and taken later to Little Rock,
ithie capital of the territory, is not quite clear, but the rea-
§acdiletal were obviously three: first, the murders were

Ji:Iti'El_iﬁn land and the court had no jurisdiction, although
the jury disagreed, it must have assumed jurisdiction;
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secondly, Graves was a white man and was tried by his peers; and
thirdly, the Litle Ones were bad “Injuns.” '

Now, knowing the Osages, everyone began to fear the terrible
retaliation. Mixed-blood settlers began to bring their children to the
missions to be tanght, chiefly becanse they would be an encumbrance
to flight when the painted giants should appear. The mission “fam.
ily" were given a feeling of success, but by the early part of January
they had more children than they could accommodate.

These were Cherokee mixed-blood and fullblood children thrust
by their parents upon the missions in their fright. The Qsages took
the view that the missions were bad medicine for their children, and
the few who had been given into the care of the Union Mission “fam.
ily” on the Neosho and Harmony Mission on the Osage River were
called for by their bluff-frowning parents, The word of the Long
Knives had fallen to the earth, and they said That-Thing-on-lts-
Head's hogs were always hungry for Qsage children.

Buck-Rattling-Horns or Raccoon-Breeding Moon, November, was
cold and dreary for the Liwle Ones of the Verdigris, The women
gathered the cauail stems For their lodges and hunted skunks and
opossumns, and the hunters could not supply the hungry camps where
there was no buffalo mear.

While the women worked at sewing the cattail stems together, one
would suddenly remember her child or the child of her sister or
brother or all the children who had been murdered by Graves and
his Cherokees, and who would be compelled to wander restlessly over
the earth as lost souls, unrecognized by Wah'Kon-Tah becanse their
faces had not been painted, She would et the steras fall to her lap
and cast her eyes to Tzi-Sho, the Sky Lodge, and sing the Song of
Death, another would join her, and then another, until the whole
group would chant:

O-hovovoo, i2 it ] who caise them 1o lie yellstuing

on the carth,
It is I who nitack them thus,
Ao the he, dh-he the he
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It is I who sake from them their remaining
days,
Ak, kOO Ovvoovooooooosavoovoons,

Tears would stream down their faces as they mourned, and soon
the village dogs would join them in long walflike howls, but the
babies on their boards hanging from tee limbs or on the ground by
their mothers would stare complacently like little owls. The wailing
would stop suddenly as if snapped, much like the barometric chorus
of the coyote, and with it the howling of the dogs, The women would
dry their tears, and pick up their dropped cattail stems and their
needles of pecan wood.

And during this Bucks-Rattling-Antlers Moon of 1821, the women
taust save the roots of the cattails as they waded in the marshes to
‘collect stems. They could make a sort of salad from them, or they

- were grated and then boiled and the starchy material was strained

off, and they were then eaten as n vegetable,

i They had elm bark Jeft over from the spring for the making of
‘their lodge coverings, and they must make many lodges for the win-
ters They first cut young hickory trees and trimmed them, then stuck

: butbends into the ground in an oval pattern of frarn thirty to forty
, » Jortwenly to twenty-five. They used hickory saplings for the trans.
. verse parts, a foot or mare apart, They then bent the hickory poles
R over until their little ends mer, and they tied them together with
.. hickory bark,
" iFor the sides of the lodge they vsed the elm bark they had cut in
- the.spring. ‘The tree was cat and the bole cut to the desired length
.. andsplit; and the back taken off intact. This bark was fastened to the
_ ~hickory-pole framework, running up to a certain beight from the
*." ground, then the cartails sewed together with the pecan wood needle
- about two feet long, carrying the thread made From the inner bark of
... the: pawpaw, After taking this inner bark fiber, they hoiled it, and
» ; transformed it into twine by rolling it-on their naked thighs, They
. placed the big endl of the cattail stem against the livtle end of another
v stem and sewed them together until they had a large piece of water.
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tight matting, These pieces were attached to the sloping sides of the
curving hickory framework beginning at the top of the elm bark,
which stopped at the point where the poles began to curve. The cat-
tail stems had the effect of shingling, since water would roll off them.
There were two freplaces in cach domestic lodge, one at cach end,
“which was a depression dug to a depth of several inches and cemented
with ashes and clay. For draught, a piece of wood was laid across the
“hole, then the other pieces laid at right angles to it, so that one end
rested on the first log and the.other end on. the bottom of the hole.
And there was a fire hole for each, covered by a buffalo hide. The
door was always toward the east and Grandfather’s coming each
morning, and was covered by a buffalo hide stretched on a hickory
frame, with a hole for the thumb or forefinger, and was pulled up
and fell back into place as the person entered or left the lodge.

Usually they were on the plains hunting during this Bucks-Rattling.
Antlers Moon, but during this one of 1821 they were busy in their
struggle against starvation. ‘The wornen gathered white oak and red
oal acorns, and boiled the tannin out of them, then prepared thein
for food,* and they waded the marshes probing for lily roots with
their poles. The wild grapes were gone by now, and they must hurry
to beat the migrant robins, bluebirds, and flickers to the hackberries.
They gathered pecans and black walouts and red haws and, after the
fixst frost, persimmons. The hackberries were mashed in a stone mor-
tar, then as a pulp mixed with buffalo tallow, and thus could be-pre-
served all winter.

The persimmons were gathered by the women and the boys and
gitls, If there were no great groves close to the villages, several women
would tzke their children and go with their camp equipment perhaps
thirty miles away to a laxge grove. They fashioned a flat piece of
hickory or post oak. They spread buffalo tallow on the board, then
placed a layer of seeded persimmons on it, spread tallow on this layer,
then placed a second layer of seeded fruit on the first, This process
was repeated until they had four layers on the board. The wood had
been so designed that it had a handle, and one would hold the fat

1 They put ashies into the beiling water and then cooked the boiled acorns
until they could be eaten like crumbs of modern erackers, '
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$rood over the coals until the fitst Jayer of persimmons wis cooked,
atiwhich time the cake was removed and put away to cool, When it
was thoroughly cooled, it was placed in a parfleche. When the par-
fleches were filled, they were put away- for future’ use, This food
would last all winter.

:Sometimes the persimmons were seeded and placed on a rack made
bf bickbrush runners or of very young dogwood saplings and allowed
<dty slowly. Dogwood resisted fire longer than many other sap-
gih and sticks of dogwood were used for roasting meat and about
tiistime for baking dough. They stuck the meat on the sharpened
end of a dogwood stick, then stuck the other end into the ground
ar the fire or coals, slanting it to the fire and turning it when neces-
#y, When they first traded for flour, they made dough balls and
srugk them .on the sharpened dogwood: sticks. 'This was their first
ttempt at making bread,

During this moon of 182z, the women and children gathered wild-
sefruits. The warriors made no raids on the Cherokee farmers for
tdeThe latter had many hogs, and they ran semiwild, living on
but the Little Ones became nauseated when they smelled them,
iliey.hated them. T'hey called them ni-da, which name they gave
1éshones of the mammoths which they found in the Cretaceous
iinks in the western part of their range: -

Breds little in tribal memory of this period, and theréfore little
ofitliesLittle Old Men’s augmentation of ritvalistic curlycues and
Ojhiatoshiations to counteract the misfortune which had befallen the
w {Ones; but they must have speat many hours in the Lodge of
dystery.talking about these things, Starvation was practically un-
: mong them, at least having its source in enemy actions.
jeréhad ‘been hard winters and. lifeshriveling. summers, but in

9.+was sometimes called Froston-Inside-of-Lodge Moon, but

dpparently had been no period of starvation. sevete enough to
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40. The Little Ones
Protect Their “Brothers”

L 0 T

Avres e war or 1812 ended in 1815 with the famed Battle of New
Orleans, there were jobless soldiers and restive peaple who really
wanted to sertle somewhere, and scemed especially bent on settling
where they were not allowed to settls, on Tadian land. Bearded men
drove their wagons down the rail from Missouri or came overland
from "Tennessee and Kentucky or upriver in keelboats, Besides their
wives and children, they had their cattle and their horses, and some
had swine and chickens, Union Mission was on the Neasho, on the
old Osage trail from their villages on the Osage River 1o the Three
Forks, and since the mission was the only civilized spot in the wilder
ness, those from the north stopped there, Some of them wanted to
trade for provisions or medicines or they simply asked for foad and
medicines or for the services of Dr. Marcus Palmer.

They went down the Neoshe and picked up another Osage trail
along the north bank of the Arkansas. This was the old Osage trail
to the Quapaw villages near the mouth of the Arkansas. On this side
of the Arkansas they were not trespassing on Osage domain, since
the notth bank was within the Lovely Purchase, They kept on this
trail to Fort Smith, then they crossed the river, and sceing the bottom
lands of the Potean, the Blue, and the Washita rivers, they stopped,
built their cabins, and put in crops, knowing quite well that this was
and would remain Indian domain., They had heard about the im-
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- ;— perious Osages, but they seemed to think that they were sufficiently

far away from the “bad Injuns'* raiding.

"The Blue River was noted for its beaver, the Poteau for its bears,
and, of course, there were deer and wapiti almost everywhere, These
rivers attracted trappers and hunters from downriver, and an out-

- firting establishment was set up at Arkansas Post.

“These people knew they were trespassing, but there was no law
-enforcement, and they took advaniage of this. Besides the trappers
And hunters and settlers, those who might be called honest, there

- were the cutthroats and back-stabbers and rapists whose barbarism

was incredible. Almost as shocked as Major Bradford and Agent
Lovely had been at the vicious barbarism of the free men was the

- English botanist, Nuteall, He said: “These people, as well as the gen-
. -erality of thase who, till lately, inhabited the banks of the Arkansas,
- bear the worst moral character imaginable, being many of them rene-
*..gades from justice; when a further flight from justice becomes neces-
" sary, they passed over into the Spanish Territory toward San An-
"y < bnlo,” -

" As they did on the Meramec in Missouri, many of these honest

settlers-set up stills in their houses and divided their time between

: » distillation of spirits and killing buffalo for their tongues and hides
» and bears for their hides and tallow. But here in the Arkansas and

“RedRiver country the free men were preceded by the murderers,

. 'Yagabonds, and cut-pusses, brought over by John Law, and their

déscendants were still here in great numbers, as barbarous as their

_progenitors and no more civilized than when De Mézidres, lieu-

tenant-governor of Natchitoches during the Spanish authority, de-

" -scrilied them, « half century earlier: “[They] have committed rob-
- Beries, rape, or homicide, that [the Arkansas] river thus being the
.- ;asylum-of the most wicked persons, without doubt, in all the Indies,”
"... = With these free men were fragments of the Cherokees, Delawares,
-Shawnees, Choctaws, Creeks, and Coschattahi, backed by the Caddos.

These Governor Miller in his letter to the Secretary of War, June 30,
1820, 'had called & “banditti of outlaws” from whom he expected
trouble, Not only this, but a chief of the Caddos actually held a com-

.~ mission a$ colonel from the Spaniards. It was believed that the pres-
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Handithose free men who settled on it after the treaty did have
: : tithelr contention that it was public land. Their stub-
settling on it was not totally unreasonable, just conscious-

ence.and activity of these people, who always fled to the south of the
Red River after their depredations, “was largely responsible for the
incursions of the Osage with whom they were continually at war”
In the same year in which Cantonment Gibson was established on
the Neosho, troops were removed from Natchitoches to the mouth -
of the Kiamichi, and Fort 'L'owson was established. 3
From this fort the military attempted to enforce the laws about
hunting on Indian land and to destroy the white trespasser’s stills. -
They not only failed, but there wasa citizen-military conflict, and in
one instance the free men citizens congregated to attack the fort. This
was February 2, 1825. y
Commandant Cummings of Fort Towson gave United States dis:
trict attorney of Arkansas the names of ten of the leaders of the whit
men hunting west of the Riamichi River. The district attorney. res
fused to prosecute, but instead would have Cummings and some of:
his staff indicted at Little Rock, and succeeded.
- "The facts that the Spaniards were undoubtedly encouraging: the
Red River harlequins, the United States Army was weak and chal
lenged by the free men, and the Osages were protecting their “broth
efs” created a condition almost of chaos. e
Both the Little Ones and Andrew Jackson, backed by. the Unitet
States government, were trying to drive these pcople out, the Littl
Ones with much more enthusiasm than Jackson since. their reaso
were quite differcnt. ‘The Little Ones were protecting their “brott
ers,” which Wah'Kon-Tak had given them, and Andrew Jackso
wanted to remoye the free men because he had a plan for removin,
the Cherokees, Choctaws, Chickasaws, and others from east. of:|
Mississippi,: where they were not wanted by the voters of the severs
established states, to this Jand west of the Mississippl, )
© As commanding officer of the Southern Division, he had. give
ordess to Major Bradford of Fort Smith to.remove all settlers whom:
he might find west of a line drawn from the source of the Kiamichi
River to the Poteau—this, of course, after the ceding of this land.b
the Quapaws in 1818, who had held it by sufferance of the Litile
'Ones. Actually, after this treaty with the Quapaws, the land'w
really public land but was blazed for Choctaw and Chickasaw -0cg)

nok! come in .contact with the trappers, hunters, and
loe they could easily aveid his dozen soldiers,

etrhand, the Little Ones made it their business to find
gﬁal_hclr “brothers,” and apparently did not molest the
istently. However, the gentle chieftains of the sub-Hun-
dithe ilia-Sha-She, under directon no doubt of Arrow-Going-

silibdatoften along the Poteau, the Blue, the Kiamichi, the
¢d;and the Arkansas and the Canadian River look-
Bt Gherokees; and Caddos, and even Choctaws. When
#mythose who escaped told their story of the “magsacte,”
miore dramatic and bloody at each teling, making of
a: heroism. - .

i t_‘l;lit_’.z;hungcr winter of 1821 and 1822, the Little Ones

postconstantly. "The winter was very cold, the snow
lli4s early as Noverber 23, and scattered families of
ild.cotne to the Neosho and stand about the unfinished
sglon, but the members of the mission, having only
jitheitbiflding at their location on the Neosho i February,

_=._totthc.ir taste, and the wolves had a special fond-.
d:pigs, and the prairie chickens were destroying

Long Knife chief came to Fort Smith, many of
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The new chief at Fort Smith was Colonel Arbuckle, He had been
ordered to the post by General Gaines, along with four companies of
the Seventh Infantry to bring a stronger medicine to bear on the law-

less situation and the war between the Little Ones and ThatThing: .

on-Its-Head People, the Cherokees.

Many of his soldiers died on the way up the Arkansas from the
mosquitoinfested swamps and marshes of the lower river. They had
been delayed there by low water, and Colonel Arbuckle arrived at
the post in February, 1822. He was depressed, The men at the post- .
had malaria and many were chronically ill from the bad whisky

which the white setilers near the fort made and sold to the soldiers,

But he strengthened the fort by 250 men, and Arrow-Going-Home
was one of the first to learn of this. The glib Cherokees were bringing -
their children to Dwight Mission now, saying they wanted them in .

a safe place: when the soldiers and the Cherokees attacked the Osages
and wiped them out. The Osages, on the other hand, came for their
few children at Union Mission, saying that the hogs of ThatThing-

on-Jts-Head People must be hungry, so they would take their chil:

dren home,
Major Bradford was relieved of his command and sent to Narchi:
toches, '
Colonel Arbuckle apparently knew something of red man psy-

chology, and he immediately set rumors going that there would now

be peace between the Cherokees and the Osages, since there were
many white soldiers who would see that this peace was made. Gov-

ernor Miller came npriver again to meet with Colonel Arbuckle, and -
they planned to meer with the Osages and the Cherokees in January;

1822, and Nathaniel Philbrook, subagent, had been asked to go to the
Osages 1o feel out the people at Arrow-Going-Home’s village,
In their hunger the main village had been broken up into gentile

villages, and each was maintaining themselves, and all had to move.

from the wind-screaming prairie to the sheltered bottoms of the river,

They were difficult to find, but Philbrook had with him a young’

Osage, a boy who had been at the mission. He had been given the’

name of Phillip Milledolar by the missionaries, but his real name wa j =

Mo'n Piche, Bad Arrow (son of Tallai).
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~"He:could read the signs which the hunters and the warriors Jefe

the trails; The hunters carried little sticks with them, perhaps willo
~paiited red and black, and on leaving the trail or at a turning th

‘set-one of these sticks in the ground, leaning to the direction they h
taken, . with the hickory bark stuck on the top end pointing in t
- direction the party had traveled, From this stick, Bad Arrow cov
“... know by the notches in it how many there were in the party—thet
 ifsthey were hunters or warriors; but if they were in family groy)
they'madde little rings around rhe stick with pebbles, concentric Jit
‘€irclés, with each circle representing a family, the circle of the pebb}
~representing the circle of the lodge,
.o The Little Ones marked their trails and their boundaries to wa
-ivaders; and jn the old balanced carth-struggle before the Hen
‘Byebrows came, each tribe knew the markings of the others. Th
arned.each other by leaving an arrow sticking in a buffalo carcs
:by ‘trimiming trees near or on the periphery of their ranges. Tk
‘was.their-way of warning possible invaders, and was much like o
:grizaly: bear standing on-his hind legs and seratching high up on
iné o ‘a.Doviglas-fir to mark his domain, The tom panther left
: p_'sl;;sgcnt,_: then scratched the earth with his hind feet, and woly
and coyotes left musk messages on isolated rocks and trees, and ma¢!
'Iﬁ_'g'l“)‘i'rds.,grid.'cardinals and thrushes and other birds sing for the san
puIpose. e

Charlevoix-wrote of “Jes sauvage Osagien” thar “everyone is a
encony. found in the warriors’ path,” and when Thomas Nuttal] a
ompanied Major Bradford into the Red River drainage country |
reniové:the settlers from lands meant for the Choctaws and Chick:
saws; he wrote'of the Osage domains and their trails: “These partic
ar.routes which'they pursue are recognized by beacon, painted po:
and inscribed hictoglyphics near the boundaries of their rap ge.”
allai knetw all about the Long Knife soldiers, and he was read
grgaty'..'.w.ith “That-Thing-on-Its-Head People, before Little
wer-Killer Moon if possible, so that they could go to the plains fo
nting and:fill-their caches and parfleches again. He said he wa
red of living with his thumb on the skunk leg of it-makes-things
TYOUL ot e i
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~ spring hunt, but “had waited in suspense in their villages” until they

The Little Ones Protect Their “Brothers’

tmistice would be honored until the “big talk” with the F}hcro-

;aEﬁFdrt Sraith July 30. If either party to the agreement vmlatf:d

eyiagreed that that party should be punished by the Long Enife
=S.'..’.'f. )
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Arrow-Going-Home was not interested, according to Philbrook,
but he didn’e like Philbrook and dido’t want to listen to him. Later,
he casually told the people at Union Mission that his people had
made peace with the Sac and Fozes and the Kickapoos, and they,
were coming to help the Little Ones drive the Long Knives and the
That-Thing-on-lts-Head away from their Mother Earth.

T'his inspired fear in the settlers and the Cherokees alike, and they, :
began to prepare for an attack. The settlers came with their valunables Beforaethis, on May 6, 1822, Congress had decided to discontinue
to Dwight Mission for safekeeping, knowing that the Little Ones theifactories. This was due to the jealousy of the traders; they ob-
had never threatened any of the missions. After everybody was stirred reditvery much to their government’s being in business as rivals
up, it was reported that the Little Ones were planting and the men 7
were getting their horses ready for the hunt the following month,
and there were no Sac and Foxes or any other Algonkian tribesmen
in the villages of the Osages. The Osages even proposed an armistice
until after their hunt. RS

In Little-Flower-Killer Moon, Philbrook went to sce them again
He urged them to make peace with the Cherokees. He said that war
was bad for the Osages, since they had been cut off from trading for
powder and the Cherokees had much powder. Also he said that:ig
caused Governor Miller to have a heavy heart when he saw Osage
women bringing water and wood to the cabins of the Cherokees:
When the interpreter had finished, Philbrook was startled by thd
crying of a man. This man had just heard that his wife and children;
taken prisoners, were still alive, and were carrying water and wood
for ‘That'Thing-on-Tts-Head People, Philbrook, like many others, b
had believed that Indians never showed emotion. “

6:to meet the Cherokees, and by August g the treaty of peace
seluded and the Osage prisoners were returned to them.

thiefrains and the Grand Hunkeh and the Grand Twi-Sho
lled to the Place-of-the-Many-Swans to “touch the feather”
divAugust 31, 1822, There were twenty-two matks made to the
‘that day, Paw-Hiu-Skak, White Halr, was there and signed.
fs-White Halr the younger, the-young-man who had volun-
b-go with Zebulon Pike to the Pawnees in 1806, and who
{/lite Fair the original’s death in 1808 had inherited the title
- Ki-He-Kah.

the sumn. of $2,320.40 paid to them in merchandise, the Little
wise to give up all claims on the Uhbited States concerning the
article in the treaty of 1808, wherein the government was to
41l through the year a trading post or factory st Fort Osage,
they "could trade their hides and get supplies for the buffalo

: olonel A. P, Chouteau and the other traders would have no

When he arrived back at Union Mission, be said that the Osages : oy tion! from the government, and almost immediately Chou-
had “nothing to eat besides a little corn” and they must go on theit Eal: jarsuaded White Hair to leave the Place-of-the-Many-Swans and
' Sithe Place-oftheOals, bringing with him two physical di-
e Wah-Ho-Ka-Li, the Thorny-Valley People and the Top-
¢elSitters, the Pa-Solé, called “Big Hills” by the English-
pedple and “Gross Chte” by the French, These two divisions
{11:the: Upland-Forest Peaple, the Sa'n Solé, who bad estab-
{25 villages there long before, and the U-Dise-Ta, the Down-
elgwBeople, the Little Osages, who had just preceded them and had
121 sHed: their villages on the Neosho. Also part of the Big Hills

could make an agreement with the Cherokees. Philbrook, like evetys
one who listened to Osage oratory, was impressed, and he proposed
to the commanding officer at the garrison that the Cherokees .hg
stopped from “distressing these people any further.” e

An armistice was agreed upon, and Philbrook hrought the writted
agreement up the Verdigris, and the Little Ones “tauched the feath:
er,” and now they could make their hunt to the plains, feeling that
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jiB23,- stipulated that the Cherokees might cross the magic
dibiiiit-in. the Osage country if they did not establish corn
afops and: hune for the- market, and the Osages could cross
fitothe Cherokee country to huat, and to them this meant
ngiithielr - “brothers” from commercial butchery, This was
ut:the Little Ones asked that Tom Graves, the white man
f¢certain bands of the Cherokees, should be punished for
murdering’ the:children and women of the Little Ones aod feeding
“the-hogs. He was very influential among the Cherokees of
and-naturally they refused to turn him over to the Little
negalong with their Osage captives. _
ttleOmnes seemed to know Graves and his habits as well as
é;,;aﬁd they:had scouts watching: his movements, They finally
his<large hunting camp on the Notth Fork of the Canadian
nd: the-relatives of the people-who had been murdered were
ditog&'ther-.-Undcr a leader they put on the charcoal and limonite,
cimihihopeh around the neck of the leader, and set out. Ap-
Jyi:they: failed to surprise the camp since the wily Graves knew
keepian alert guard in this territory, far across the boundary
s‘agc‘:xf:_b'untry.-'Thc emotionalized Little Ones ran the Hllegal hunt-
kyacross the line and maraged to shoot+a nephew .of Graves
RediHawk. They cut off his head and brought it back to the
frhwmph,. This-paid for only- one of the Osages who had
lated by the whites, Only one of those murdered could now
piritland. The war was not over, '
ibld‘chief of the' Cherokees was Tuk-Atoka. He dectded to
thakAtkansas Cherokees, and with fifty or sixty warriors he

bad migrated to the Neosho-Verdigris country previously. Wht
happened to the, fifth physical division, the No'n-Dse-Waspi, thé
Heart-Stays-People, no one seems to know, L
Colonel A. P. and P. L, Choutean opened up the old trading post..
which the former and Revoir had operated before the Cherokees had-
killed Revoir the year before, "This was at che saline springs, and soo
a boatlead of merchandise from St. Louis came up the river to the
trading post. A. P. Choutean had come down to the Neosho with:
White Hair and 2 small party-of his people to aid them in locating
villages canveniently clase to his trading post. ‘This was in the auturmn
of 1822,
The soldiers at Fort Smith had been augmented by the Seventh
Infantry and a commandant who apparently meant business and
tuwst carry out the urgent orders of his superior, Andrew Jackson,
But so had-the Little Ones been augmented by White Hair’s remaval
to the Neosho, Howerver, Colonel Arbuckle soon saw he had Iittle to
fear from the recent arrivals from the Place-of-the-Many-Swans. Not
only was White Hair the Grand Ki-He-Kazk but he was Choutean's
tnan, and peace was imposed upon him both by bis being of the Sky:
Lodge and by the fact that Chouteau’s boats from St, Louis must pet
through and he didn’t want the Cherokees coming up the Neosho-tg;
burn his post and merchandise, P
However, White Fair the younger was a usurper's heir and . w
not of the T'zi-Sho Wa-Shta-Ge, also called They-Who-Do-No
Touch-Blood gens, the traditional gens from which the Grand T
Sho must come; therefore, it is likely that he did not have the effe
tive contiol over the Place-of-the- Many-Swans Osages that Arrow:
Going-Home had over the Place-ofthe-Oaks or Arkansas Osages;:
This was:evident when some gentes of the Big Hills under- their’

¥

inst the hated Osages. He made an attack on a village on

chiefy To-Wa-Ka-Heh, said that they would not be bound by th
treaty of August between the Cherokees and the Osages, since :the
were not a party to it They said the new Heavy Eyebrows were kill
ing their "brothers” on the Missouri and the Osage rivers, and' the
had come here to the Neosho and the Verdigris to get away from:th
killing there, and now they must protect their “brothers” here as. well

The treaty between the Osages and the Cherokees at Fort Smithsii
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ligris and took one hundred Osage horses, and then he made
lirid Indian ambush for the Osage warriors whé followed his
dadipralliThe ensuing battle was a draw perhaps, but the dramatic
étgkees fpade a great thing of it, and they sent a number of war-
ther vindictive old chief’s relicf,

wad Y ellow-Flower Moon of the Little Ones, August, and
frack’ofi*Tom Graves’ hunting camp had been in Bahy-Bear
'jahuary, both in the year 1823.
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 their raids. Besides these, hundreds of whites and Cherokees were !

tween the Osages and the white hunters as there were between- th
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faria and typhoid, as were the soldiers from Fort Smith, Colonel
Arbuckle had sent to the mission for “Jesuite Bark,” but they had:
used up their scant supply, One sister became demented. '

For the Little Ones, 1823 was a good year. It was tecrifically cold,,
according to the mission's thermometer reading, but there was plenty:
of game close to the villages; perhaps the unustally low temperatares’
had driven it thexe for shelter, There were buffalo during the winter
of 1822-23 within fifteen miles of Fort Smith, The temperature read-.
ing by the mission thermometer was of December 1, 1822, “6 below
cypher.” '

Gatoe was so plentiful that year that some Delawares came to the
Chouteau trading post to ask the Little Ones if they might trap and;;
hunt on the Neosho, and the people of the mission knew later of a
band of Kickapoos camped just fifteen miles from the mission, They
kept themselves quiet and their camp well hidden, and they were off
the well-worn trails of the Little Ones and not in the direction of

coming into the Osage domain, or at least that area which they had
always claimed and dominated. By 1824, Colonel Atbuckle would
state that there were two thousand French, American, Cherokee, and
Delaware hunters between the Red and Arkansas rivers. - -
It would be only a matter of time until there would be battles be-

Osages and the Cherakees, -

There were two Frenchmen who lived at New Orleans who
had a thriving business during the War of r8ra, but the war'had
ended unexpectedly and they were-left with merchandise on th
hands and no markee. That is, there was no more lax, indifferet
United States government represented by peculating buyers, s0.they
moved their goods to Arkansas Post with the idea of trading with.th
trappers and hunters of the Indian country. They would be as carele
as the government, and the Indians themselves even more so. Thes
two men, Frederick Notrebe and Antoine Barraque, established
outfitting store at Arkansas Post, ty

Soon they wondered why they shouldn't get some of the prof
which went to trappers and hunters by establishing their own hup

502

- "’.
211,

The Little Ones Protect Their “Brothers”

ca_mp in the middle of the best beaver country. They got up a
of. perhaps twenty-three ar twenty-four which was led by
ine Barraque, :
Jarge party of commercial hunters and trappers found a spot
16 Bliie River, about thirty miles above the mouth, a spot which
he.thodern Bryan County, Oklahoma. The party vvas composed
iéricans and Frenchmen and mixed-blood Quapaws. They be.
;‘_tﬁay.-Wcre sufficiently far away from the Little Ones’ warriors
hl;,;:’_),_ter's yand to make sure that they would not be attacked, even
h'trespassing, they hoisted the American flag, and they sounded
gleicvery morning in simulation of military practice, When
appers or their huaters set out, usually up the streams, one or
1 theiQuapaw mixed-bloods paralleled them on the ridges,
tly-on- the lockout for Osages,
'was an American army officer with them, who was either on
diwas having a little sport or sharing in the profits, or who
irédi- Anyway, they were having wonderful luck on this great
Yer.called by the French De Leau Bley.
Tdmpered-Buffalo, who had'a reputation for his savage raids
s’ daring; was feared by all, and led several gentes on raids if
dithorn to follow, The gentile leaders were afraid of him as

o8

ns :i_lf]?alo.—with—Bad-’I‘cmper and refers to a buffalo bull in

llage; and they had come back with fifty horses. They said
led: nine Pawnees and lost only one warrior. This should have
meaning Lo any enemy who noted the incident,
tnferéd:Buffalo had apparently located the camp with the
agmpossibly astride & buffalo trail, since he was more
: hahetsual. There must have been the vsual noise when
jfafme =g,c;t_-.:.t'ogether: shooting matches, loud laughter, whistling
ko cach other, and axe strokes and bawdy songs,

ogether two hundred warriors, since, when you went to-
Red:River now, you might meet large numbers of Caddos
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- Bagle. The others killed were just ordinary men from the militas;
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and Cherokees and Choctaws, led by white men, and you could often
bluff thern back across the line with large numbers.

The large hunting party was camped where there were cane-brakes,
and the Little Ones had chased the Caddos through these many
times. They knew every twist of the river, where the buffalo and the
wapiti trails crossed, and Bad-Tempered Ruffalo and his scouts were
highly pleased to find that the careless white men had established
their camp in the cane-brakes, This was perfect for the Little Ones.
They crept through them as quietly as the buck deer who lays his
antlers on his back and with his nose straight out in front of him
steals his way through the canes without even causing their tops to -
move. .

There is no tribal or gentile memory of this battle with the white
men, because, as one supposes, it was conveniently forgotten, and one
is not sure whether Mo'in Pische, Walks-Badly, or Bad-Tempered:
Bufalo led the attack, but whoever did lead it had bad luck, since of *
the five hunters killed, one was Major Curtis Welhorn. The following
took part in the battle: We-T'sa-She, Little TRattle Snake; WanNaii;
Sha-She, LittlcwEaglc«That—Gets—What—I—Ic-—Wa.uts; Mi-Tsiu-Shi, Lit
tle Grizzly; He-Who-Strikes-the-Padouca, HehLa-Shi-She, Curved
Antlers; Nika-Bra's, Smells-Like-a-Man; Xu-Tha-Shinkah, Litl

ghtitheir government had labored so long to obtain with the war-
ip1Cherokees and Osages, the agreement of August, 1822, Ordi-
Ilyyi4ng; supposes, not much would have been done sbout the
”a'.ttf:r',;w:ith the exception of visits by Colonel Arbuckle and Major
litigs to Colonel A, P. Choutean and Arrow-Going-Flome, if
Wﬁlbbrh had not been killed and decapitated, The army ,be-
:r}ﬂlghan_t and bloodily vindictive, and it might seem that this
gre.a manifestation of loyalty to an organization rather than
ithe white race and the championship of “citizens.”

thesarmy became excited about the affair, the free men and
. 9??.’setﬂers soon took up the cry of “outrage,” and great pres-
$7put on Colonel Arbuckle, Fxcited men, many of them
to,their little geometrical bits of earth in the Arkansas Terri-
ik gaﬁi*zed a cavalry troop in Crawford County, and another
: ﬁ ) ganized in Miller County and there was a company of in-

: dized.

s plenty of ammunition for them at Little Rock. When
ame 1o Arkansas "Territory in October, 1819, to become the
B, he had brought with him four hundred muskets, forty

point of view, Americans and some of less importance, Frenchmen.
and some of no importance, the Quapaw mized-bloods, although itd
doubtful if any of the last were killed. The Little Ones apparent
iilled four white men and one Negro slave belonging to Barraquer
and known as Ben, and the others scattered like the striped-headé
one, the quail, in the cane-hrakes, which favored the escape of th
hunters as it had favored the attack of the Little Ones. S
There might have been talk about Ba&—Tcmpered—Buffalo’s pivin

up the guilty ones, and several visits to the villages on the Verdige
by Colonel Arbuckle, and in general some military bluffing, but th
savages had actually killed an officer of the American Army, and not
only that, they cut off his head along with the heads of the others. -

Thhis attack occurred on November 17, 1823, :
These men were not-only trespassing but were violating the agree: i denihén heisaw.in the manner of the Major and Chout
e % ' : outeau

tithiestrading post with twenty-one horscs they bad taken

hﬁntélfs?gnd later delivered the beaver skins they had taken

ipte-of the horses.

;*bﬁ{-‘qung-Home made a few lame excuses for not

leilis ouncil as the military had suggested or, as a mattey
| fided He said that the gentile leaders who attacked the

o
504 505



THE OSAGES

that this was not adequate, he said that he had a “heavy heart” over
the “mistake,” but this seemed to affect the army officers very little
also. ‘Then he said that he couldn't very well discuss the matter with
the gentes, since most of them were on the plains hunting. |

He bad heard that the Cherokees had volunicered their aid to the
Heavy Eyebrows soldiers. (The Little Ones had dropped the term
Long Knife for the Americans and were calling them Heavy Eye-
brows.) Was this true? .

"T'he Cherokees had done just this, but had been tarned down. The
Major told the Grand Hunkah that the army would tke care of the
thing very well, and anyway the Cherokees had “their own axe
to grind.” ‘

The visitors wondered about the many horses sbou the villages.
Many of them acted strange, raising their heads suddenly and whin-
nying as horses in a strange place often do. Would t‘he§e be the rest
of the white hunters’ horses # No, Shonka Mo'in, Wa}kmg-ch? had
teken them from the Cherokees and from the Pawnees on his re-

cent raids,

T'he settlers and the free men and tha Cherokees and the Choctaws
kept shouting “outrage,” and kept the pressure on Ar_but:}clg He - .
wrote to his superiors that if the United States were considering war
against the Osages, they must bring a great number of horses to the -
Verdigris, as well as ordnance and stores, and take the matter serious- -

Iy, since the Osages were masters in warfars, the kind that would
later be referred to as “guerrilla warfare.” -

In the Baby-Bear Moon, December of 1824, when all the gentes
were in the villages, Captain Nathaniel Pryor, Tallai, and Arrow- i
Going-Fome went to Fort Smith to talk with Golonel Arbuckle

about this thing, Captain Pryor, a trader friend of the Osages, wanted
the matter of the white hunters settled so that there would be peace,
but possibly in the mind of the shrewd Arrow-Going-Home was the
idea of determining the strength of the Heavy Eycbrows and evalu-

ating their bluff,

During this visit he tried one more of his excuses, by saying that
the gentile leaders of the attack on the Blug River tried to stop the, -

young men but failed. Now, these headlong young men who could
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+ nok be controlled by the gentile leaders ought to be punished. When
 he saw the dishelicf in the eyes of Arbuckle, he then addressed it
+-self to determining if; like the French and the Spaniards, the new
+ Heayy Eyebrows, the Americans, wounld “assembla the Nations,” to

fight thew, Besides the Miamis, the Potawatomis; the Kickapoos, the

~ Delawares, the Caddos, and those chain-pressured Tndians settled by

Graham on their eastern border, there would new be the chain-pres-

sured Cherokees and Choctaws, but the Osages would not give up

the leaders of the auack. They would fight all these people as they

. had done before, since all of these people still fought like red men—
" all except perhaps the Cherokees, who fought in their own way, and

this was not even the way of the Heavy Eyebrows nor yet the way

* of the plains,

“But Arrow-Going-Home could ‘see that since Colonel Arbuckle

-+ -had rupned down the Cherokees® offer of aid, he would not sllow the
-« others'to fight, but the United Srates Army would fight the Lintle
, Ones, However, he also noticed that Colonel Arbuckle was not o
' abruptor arrogant or demanding, and he sensed that they, the Ameri-
« 1 cans, were not ready for war just yet,

, ‘Arbuckle, on his part, was afraid that in the meantime the Osages
#y would attacks there were rumors of activity against the background
i ..0f prayersinging in the viliages on the Verdigris,

" ¢+ iColonel Arbuckle had apparently conveyed his fears of an Osage
= | attack to his superior, General Winfield Scott, in cammand of the
¢ Western Division at New Orleans, General Scott ordered him to re.
- ‘ove' five companies from Fort Smith to the mouth of the Verdigris
‘Rivery but before he received this order, he was still trying to_kesp
-4 thé Oslages from attacking and had sent Nathaniel Philbrook to the
~falls of the Verdigris to meer with Major Curamings and the Litle.
" Ones. He wanted the talks to continue until the army could prepare
- dtselffor an attack and perhaps a Jong war, Philbrook never reached
" sthefalls of the Verdigris, but his horse was found at the mouth of
~ the'Neosho, Tt was supposed that he was drowned, but since his body
iwas=not found, Arbuclle was suspicious and pecbaps was happy
-when orders were received to move his tompanies to the mouth of
the Verdigris

- 1Philbeook’s bedy was found later.
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Major Cummings had given him an estimate of what might hap-
pen and an estimate of the strength of. the Osages. He was sure,that
the Big Hills physical division would not come into the war-and that
the Grand Ki-EHe-Kuh, White Hair, would not bring his peaple into
war with the Americans. This, Cummings estimated, would:Jeave -
the “Shainers,” Arrow-Going-Elome and his Arkansas Osages; with L
five hundred warriors. f :

When Colonel Arbuckle arrived with his force and selected a site "+

on the east side of the Neasho, just three miles from the mauth, the - .=

Osages were impressed and completely bluffed. The women must
have keened for days and must have fled from every messenger sent
by Arbuckle. »

Arbuckle's men had come by water and by land from Fort Smith,
and they began to build their camps astride the old trail of the Little
Ones where they had crossed for generations. The soldiers named
their encampment “Grand River Arkansas,” and this would later be .
called Fort Gibson, then Cantonment Gibson, but it would haye’
heen effective to bluff the Little Ones under any other name.

The site was selected April 20, 1824, and by June 7 of that year the
Little Ones had delivered six men to Arbuckle as the Jeaders and
perpetrators of the “massacre” of the white trespassers. The Litte
Ones had been urged to do’'so both by Nathaniel Pryor and by their
new agent, David Barber. Thus, on June %, they came to Cantonment: :
Gibson, The bluff had worked beautifully, Five hundred of the!
Tittle Ones came to Cantonment Gibson, They came with the tamed
spirit of the mustang; the wild, unconquerable spirit of the plains,}
which once captured, thrown, tied, and rope-burned, would -aft
further handling be ready for the halter. The six men gentile leaders:
who had led the attack were ready for death by command of they
Little Old Men and the Grand Hankah, e

There was TseTo-Gah, Bad-Tempered-Buffalo, son of Arrow:
Going-Flome, possibly the leader of the Star-That-Came-to-Ear
gens. There were Wa-Na-Sha-Shi'n, Little-Eagle-That-Gets-What
He-Wants, of the Eagle, and Wa-Cabe Shinkah, Little Bear, of the:
Bear, and Little Rattler (Snake), possibly of the one gens of Hunkal
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) Grand Division, and Hi-Sha-Ki-Hi-Ri, Caddo Killer, gens unknown,
ndé;'t]}c .*:'ixth very likely of the Panther, whose name was never re-
Oig:lf{ ZI:;:C pantber-like he escaped the first night after leaving for
.ﬁxpe_’bf the missionaries paddled a canoe downriver, spending one
gkﬁf;"camped on its hanks, in order to witness the surrender of the
Opers. .Despite the fact that they attributed quixotic nobility to
‘the:theredible-dignity of the prisoners, and to those who gave them
ORIt bt hanged, their description of the scene is interesting,
) t??!th:ﬁre was poignant tragedy there that Tuesday afternoon on
ne¥;+i824, on the Waters-like-the-Summer-Cow, the Neosho, that
thc_;r;s_lthe army people nor the Union Mission witnesses could pos-
sib x;igpderstand. It wasn’t death of the prisoners that made the five
) U%Ell;;d'hearts cold and leaden within them. What was death to a
attlger: It was always present; it came out of the sky, it peeped
t{m_:edges of the lodges, it howled over the white world of
1t tame as we-lu-schRas into the Iungs with throat-ratter the
d"c;:é_.me:in the semen af the Heavy Eyebrows and from his
tlived in the heart of mi4zo the grizzly, and on the points
arrows of the Pawnees, the Padoucas, and the Sac and Foxes
dme:With the ma'n-ce out of the guns of Heavy Eyebrows.'Ilz
j o shi-ku, the snake, and it sometimes lived in the form of

tI"i;.thn.sl'spirit was released, and reached Spiritland, but the
he'man who was hanged by the Heavy Eyebrows could
e The rope that choked off his breath also closed the
et from the body,
“Ir'ﬁ.?fibnz}ries, in thelr report which appeared in i
Mission Journal, seemed almost sPorry that “Tt \Irjwlcj)uld cxccctih ;131]:11::1—
it Journal to notice in detail the interesting transaction.”
' fere deeply-impressed “to see six brave men come forward
ltifitarily submit to become prisoners; to be put in irons; anci
‘ggl}vggggygg{' ibe Ljried for their lives; to see this done with firmness
oty by the: unanimous consent of the Nation, and without
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a single sigh from their affectionate wives . . . to see the sense of

honor manifested on the part of the criminals, and the desire to do

justice in the Nation, was indeed affecting to every spectator.”
Colonel Arbuckle must have been nervous arong this horde of

Little Ones under such tense circumstances, and he delivered to them.

beef, pork, and flour.

The five remaining prisoners were delivered to Acting Governor

Crittenden ar Little Rock on June 25 under military guard. They were
brought to trial in November in the Superior Court of the United
States for the Territory of Arkansas, charged with the “murder” of

Major Curtls Welborn, but only Bad-Tempered-Buffalo and Littie-
Bagle-That-Gets-What-He-Wants were sentenced to be hanged; the .
others were acquitted. The date for the hanging was December 21.. -

Colonel Arbuckle, whose sense of justice could now come into play,:

asked the War Department to “extend clemency,” but Acting Gov-
ernor Crittenden opposed this recommendation, albeit the date-for:-
execution was postponed to February 24. The War Department asked”
Crittenden to supply the Secretary of War the statement of evidence
on which the two Osages had been convicted, and the date of execu
tion was again postponed.

Then Alexander McNalx, the new agent for the Litdle Ones, go

busy and tried to get them to agree to move from the Verdigris and -

join the other members of the tribe on the Neosho, these villages
being the Big Hills and Arrow-Going-Houe’s villages. e had been
directed to effect this removal, Naturally they refused. e

He felc deep sympathy for them, and this seems laudable in. thc :

farmer first governor of the new state of Missouri whe had listened
to the free men, He became quite active and wrote to President Mon-

roe, informing him that “there was a very general sentiment among:
the army officers and the better r.lass of white settlers that the two':

Osages should not be executed at a

President Adams pardoned Bad—’I‘ erapered-Buffalo and L1tt1c
Eagle on March 21, 1825.

The mere fact of being imprisoned was tragedy to the Little Ones,',
and they seemed dispitited and perhaps felt that their amour-propre
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fé{s--tarnished. Bad-Tempered-Buffalo had tried to commit suicide
vhile in prison.

siterate people with an academic interest were on the side of Gen-

-'efgi'-‘, Bradiord, McNair, and the officers and others, not so much

thréugh a sense of justice or a feeling of sympathy but from admira-

‘tiop.. This attitude was expressed by Niles' Register of July g, 1825:

Mad Buffalo and Little Eagle, the two Indians who were condemned
.death for the murder of Major Wellborne and others in November
83'3"‘5-Hévc"bccn pardoned by the President, and set at liberty, The
agna.uumty with which these Indians gave themselves up, to save
_e1r tribe, was not inferior to the famous self devotion of certain
izens of Calais, when that place capitulated to Edward the Third.”
(her excltement stirred up by the army over Major Welborn's
miurder”. and the dramatic unreason of the “better class of white
ttlers;”?:along with hatred expressed by the free men and the Chero-
as.truly an American manifestation, as was the later evidence
7m Pa_thy for the convicted ones, even though Crittenden, the free
-andithe Cherokees felt no reversal of feeling, What part consci-
played in the actitude of the officers and “the better class of white

5II




T Tt Bt P

ey

0

41, Mo'n Sho’n Becomes
a Shriveled Old Woman,

A T

Dursprre ey FACT THAT the Americans were not able to control the

relations of their citizens west of the Mississippi with. the Little Ones

and the Cherokees under their beautiful Constitution and Bill of
Rights, or even control their own military and the clvil officials of
Arkansas Territory, they characteristically tried to place the mantles
the Neolithic Little Ones. ‘The result was ridiculous, -

"The Arrow-Going-Home people called “Shainers” and Arkansas
Osages were assembled at the Verdigris Falls to hear about a new
thing which Colonel Arbuckle had to tell them. There might be

of this highly civilized form of government called democracy onto "

imore presents, also, but they felt they had better Listen to-the Heavy -
Fycbrows chief since his men were hammering and shouting and ¢
swearing three miles above the mouth of the Neosho, and there were
log cabins and other buildings going up there, and it looked as if the
Heavy Eyebrows warriors would stay there in the very heart of their: -
country. So it was good if they listened to their agent, David Barber,

and to Colonel Arbuckle.

When the Colonel asked if they approved of the thirteen men he

had named to be national councilmen, they said it was good. Of
course Arrow-Golng-Flome must become “president” and Tallai
(Buck-Making-Horns), “vice-president.” The council was to leg

late on all important matters, and there were forty warriors appointed’’
to carry out the laws of the council. On the council and the “pational -
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gi%‘ard"-thcrc were a few obsequious Nobodies who had impressed
: tli Batber and Arbuckle with their “spirit” of co-operation. Their
sttutting-and the “government” Jasted about as long as it took Barber
‘afid"Arbuckle to arrive home.

s tAbout the time they were arranging the robes of democracy on the
mnt ‘bidies of members of the new government, which they hoped
c):uld-‘qontrol the young warriors who kept worrying Colonel Ar-
(fklc, he received a report from one of his lieutenants, one Richard
Wash, concerning the situation on the Red River: *. . . the laws of
X _t,hg-’T:J_:jl:ﬁted States relative to the introduction of slaves and to trading
thii Fh& Tnidians are set at perfect contempt and daily and extensive-
yiolated: In addition to this, a band of lawless marauders have
stablished themselves on the Red River above our post and are in

L

Foot p
nglzsfd:t:rfmlmng the most outrageous acts of robbery, violence,
hiese-were Governor Miller's “banditti of outlaws.” The Little
iad:proved that they were quite capable of keeping the area
upin protecting their “brothers™ and needed no further in-
Al VGto nidke incursions into this country, but they received this
.cliv-éh_t‘:ouragcmmt in the horse stealings, rapings, and murderings
-tiic&éj;x;gplc who continually made raids north of the Red River.
s hen General Winfield Scott ordered troops from Natchitoches
t&h rfgohth of the Kiamichi to protect the citizens and established
autoninent Towson, another fort had been built because of the ac-
h&s,bf‘-‘_tlmé'Littlc Ones, albeit the primary reason being the pro-
(WSetiots citizens and Indjan land and game from tribal
t-end free white barbarisms.
petsorinel of the fort seemed to be almost immediately occu-
g to destray the citizens’ stills, so that they could keep
s dlert and sober, And within seven months after Barber

litilio formi of 4 government to the Little Ones, the free men
hnizilig to attack new Cantonment Towson because it inter-
t%i’g:ir_ distilling of spirits for the soldiers’ consumption and
rhﬂhtmg on Indian lands, Later they actually attacked the

g
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The Little Ones of the Place-of-the-Many-Swans had a very much
better reputation than the Little Ones of the Place-of-the-Oaks, This
was possibly due in part to the Chouteaus’ control over White Hair
and oceasionally over the Big Hills, and partly due to the fact that
the hairy ones of the lower Missouri and the Osage River were not
burdened with Miller's “banditti of outlaws” and fragments of the
Red River Cherokees, Choctaws, and rum and Spaniard-inspired
Caddoans. The hairy ones of the Missouri, Meramee, and Osage and
Gasconade rivers seemed to be more serious about settling and mak-
ing homes, even though they were just as jealous of their fancied
rights as free men and perhaps more land-greedy, since many of therm
were planters.

Further, the Missouri was the highway to Santa Fe and Taos, and
the big fur companies helped keep it tidy, There was no need yet in
the years between the end of the War of 1812, and 1815 and the clos-
ing of the American “factory” system in 1822 for the "Northern
Osages” to cross the magic line extending from Fort Osage to Fort
Smith, which represented their eastern boundary according to the
treaty of 1808, in order to protect their *brothers.” The hairy ones and
the chain-pressured red men from the east had made this unneces.
sary; the “brothers” that had not been slanghtered had actually fled

up the rivers to the contact line of prairie and woodland and were

taking their refuge in the timbered bottoms and in the cangons of the
prairie feeder streamns of the Osage domain,
It was the eastern red man’s pressure on the Little Ones with the

pressure of the hairy ones, the same as it was on the Arkansas, that .
kept the Little Ones of the Place-of-the-Many-Swans agitated, as werg

the Little Ones of the Place-of-the-Osks, and much of this activity
was also inspired by the Cherokers, The Cherokee leaders were still

dreaming of an Indian state, wherein the Cherokees would rule, but

which would be made up of eastern tribes. There was not room in
this state for the Little Ones, but their domain was a necessity and
this kept the sitnation tense. Even when Indian agent Graham and
William Clark and Colonel Arbuckle were listening to the Cherokee
leaders telling of their plans for confederation, they were constamly
agitating the Osages to another attack like that of Bad-Tempered-
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~ Buffalo.-Arbuckle, Clark, and Graham would, after listening to the

. ! voluble Cherokees, snap their mental fingers and say to themselves
! that'the project: was a perfect solutions of the Indian problem. "The

.~ Cherokee leaders would mention that all the castern Indians and

. thiose'south of the Great Lakes had been exchanging wampum and

- messengers about the confederation, and they would name to Clark
the ‘Shawnees, Delawares, Kickapoos, Piankashaws, Weas, and

., Peorias, the Miamis, Wyandots, Ottawas, Oneidas, and Porawatomis,
“+ ¢ burfailed to mention that it would be necessary to drive the savage

- Osages from their ancient domain, Not even Clark seemed to be

~ .- thinkiagof the “bad Indians” now. It was the creaking wheel again,
’ -+ aid the need of axle grease,

.+ Clark was impressed and itmediately got in touch with Secretary
.. Colhoun, Naturally the “object” met the approval of the government,
" .. -But no'oné'seemed to consider the Little Ones uniil Clark had heard
. - - &ievi chorus of “outrage” from the trespassers both red and whice,

..+ And this only annoyed the government as represented by Missouri
- Sepator Benton, and they began to wonder what they must do with

5 the "biffaloIndians” the savage Osages.

+1Tlio scarcity of game east of the magic line—the boundary of 1808
" betwein the Little Ones and the hairy ones—becarne a national prob-
~Jem, when the eastern Indians the government had collected through
Graham east of the Jine upon this ceded Osage land began to starve,
andthe hungrier they became the more trespassing there was by their

":I‘i_‘un_,ters'cm the Little Ones’ side of the line, and the more “ontrages”
-, |+ Conirhitted by the savages (the Osages).
-0, "Theé Osage domain had been patrolled by them like great game

"\ retiige;and here the game was plentiful still, and the eastern red men
' _ow'the boundary soon built up the same attitude of injured virtue as
- the fiee men had-done. Earlier these displaced tribes had been ready
.10 join:the’ Cherokees to invade the domain of the Little Ones, but

- i . the government had stopped them, War was Imminent for several

' u.yéarsyand Agent Graham listed their potential in warriors available

. ‘ r;sa'ig’-.xins'bthe,-Litt!e--()ncs. He figured that the Cherokee could put

"ﬁbp;'ﬁ'arﬁorsinm the ﬁeld;r the Kickapaos, 400; Delawares, 600; and
sirice-the Potawatomis and Sac and Foxes had through the years de-
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pleted the people of the Jllini confederation, the Weas, Michigamans,
Piankashaws, and Peorias plus the Shawnees could field only 500,
This would make a force of 2,100. Fle thought they might get the
ancient enemy of the Little Ones, the Pawnees, to join them with
perhaps 2,000 wartiors. The Sac and Foxes would not talke action
against their old eneties.

Grahat believed that the Osages could bring into the ficld about
1,250, with the Konzas. This would be only the Shainers, led by
Arrow-Going-Horme, if he had not by now grown too old, the Place-
of-the-Many-Swans Osages remaining aloof because of the enmity
hetween the Grand Hunkeh and White Hair, called Gieat Ki-Fe-
Kabh.

Territory, made a treaty with the Sac and Foxes in 1804 in which
they “promise and agree that they will put an end to the bloody war
which has hitherto raged between their tribe and the Great and
Little Osages.” '

According to the great warrior chief of the Sac and Foxes, Black

Hawk, who gave his name to a war between the Americans and his |

tribe later, he himself had led his warriors across the Missouri to
attack the Osages when he had only a handful of men and had at-
tacked hundreds of Osages, of course defeating them, killing many.
and losing himself only a few men or none at all at times. .

Tt was notable how the Algonkians and the Iroquoians exaggerated
their own prowess in totting up the number of enemy they had
killed and the number of their own losses; it was always so one-sided,
that it was incredible; but many of the chroniclers believed them,

just as the impressionable magazine writers and travelers in the West:
of the 1860's and 8y0's were impressed by the histrianics of profes:

sional bufalo hunters and American soldiers in their war with the
Plains Indians. The Plains Indians themselves were either more

chivalrous in thelr reports or the woodland Indians had been so long.
associated with the white men that they considered this exaggeration.

as quite: natural. The Plains Indians, at least the Osages, seemed al:
ways to give their enemies full credit, being untrustworthy only when
each gens talked of their own prowess. :
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'year 1822 was an important year in the history of the Little
The Place-of-the-Oaks people had made a treaty with the
herolees, which would not Jast, but at least it freed them to go on
eeessary buffalo hunts to the headwaters of the Cimarron and
Fork without fear of Cherokee warriors attacking their de-

s:and the Shawnees and the Delawares, the last who sang
allkeillke sho-mi-kase, the coyote, but there was little pame there,
yichose to stay on their own side most of the time in order to
he.Shawnees and Delawares from killing their “brothers.”
ly Fp_rchasc line they almost never respected a.nyWay.
tnboat came to Fort Smith in the Planting Moon of that
1ilj 1822, but there is no tribal memory of it, nor is thete any
fhiegmory of the steamboat that passed the mouth of the Osage
v Yellowstone, in 1819, '
year (1822) they touched the feather again with the Heavy
75, and there would be no more wah-donsskas to be had from
¢.orifrom the “factory” established on their river just the
his was close to the meeting of the two forks, the Place-

o

cilled in near translation of Place-of-the-Many-Swans,
Gygnes River, The Hitele settlernent of Papinville is all that
‘factory.” '
the-autumn of this year that White Hair moved from the
Sygithe: Place-oftheMany-Swans with his villages, which
Hricldded the People-of-the-Thorny-Valley, the Big Hills, at
srhom also moved, However, they moved to the Verdi-
thesvillages of Arrow-Going-Home, and ‘White Iair
Ath his'people to the Neosho above Union Mission.
nopean influence to divide the tribe was the rivalry of
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the fur teaders Choutean and Lisa, And now the move from the old
village sites of the fast of the Little Ones was oceasioned by rivaley
between the now powerful fur companies and the, United States gov-
ernment, led by the powerful fur trader John Jacob Astor of the
American Fur Company, Fe had lobbied in Washington against the
“factory system,” and Congress had acted. This left the private trad.
ing post at Céte sans Desein just below the mouth of the Osage River,
as the place closest to the Missouri Osages where they might get nuh-
don-skas in trade for their furs. "This was in the country ceded by the
treaty of 1808, and the free men of Missouri often waited for a chance

to kill and scalp 2 small number of Little Ones when they crossed the

magic line. If they went in great numbers to trade with the friendly
Frenchman, Baptiste Louis Roi, and his Osage wife, the free men
would say that they were a war party and the troops might even be
called out, There was nothing for them te do, they who by now must
depend upon the trade goods of the Heavy Eyebrows since they had
become accustomed to them,

Under the factory systeny, there was a superintendent of Indian
trade with his headquarters in Georgetown, D, C,, but after May 6,
1822, there was a superintendent of Indian affairs with headquarters
in 8. Louis, This office was given, quite properly, to General Williarn
Clark of the old Lewis and Clark adventure,

In 1825 when Bad-Tempered-Buffalo and Linle-Bagle-That-Gets.
What-He-Wants were pardoned by President Adams, there was
much discussion about again moving the Little Ones farther west,
and especially away from the areas of their ancient domain overrun
hy Cherokees and free men, The logic seemed to be that the east-of-
the-Mississippi tribes bad no homes, and since they were starving in
southwestern Missouri and elsewhere hecanse the free men had killed

the game for the market, they ought to be moved into the Osage do-

main where there was still game to subsist themn and where there were
yet few free men to shout and disturb the government about the rights
of free men. Also, to continue with the logic, since the Cherokees and
the free men could not be kept out of the Osage domain and since by
their invasions they disturbed the whole region, the government
would punish the Osages by removing them,
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+ . “A-treaty was made at St. Louis, Missouri, June 2, 1825, Willlam
- - Clark, " superintendent of Indian affairs, represented the United
. States, and it was signed by a long list of chiefs of the Great and
Little Osages.
- Atcording to the government the treaty was made “In order more
I' effectually to extend to said tribes that protection of the Government
so'much’ desired by them, it is agreed as follows”: To cede all lands
- lying within the state of Missouri and Territory of Arkansas, and
. :‘a%l{kinds lying west of the said state of Missouri and Territory of
" Arkansas, north and west of the Red River, south of the Kansas
. (Konza-or Kaw) River, and east of a line to be drawn from the head
sotrces: of the Kansas, southwardly throngh the Rock Saline, with
-.such reseryations, for such consideration, and upon such terms as are
hercinafter:specified, expressed, and provided for.
-, "The second article assured the Little Ones that “within the limits

LN

O
s

oy 7

S Qf;;he'qoun;fy, above ceded and relinqguished, there shall be reserved,
1 toand for the Grand and Little Osages . . as long as they may choose

to deeiipy the same, the following wact: Beginning at point due east
- of White Hair’s village and twenty-five miles west of the western
“buundaty of the State of Missouri fronting on a north and south line,
,sg‘ﬁ tosleave ten miles north and forty miles south of the point of said
<heginning, and extending west with the width of fifty miles to the
~ western boundary of the lands hereby ceded and relinquished by said
Tribes of Nations.”

‘i rTeaghersand persons attached to the Nation would be allowed to
30 (.' ' L] L3 3

4, come into'the reservation, and the United States reserved the right to
-., avigate all 'waters on navigable streams, The United States were to

' 'ay= [ain'nix_ally.for twenty yeats, in moxey, merchandise, or provisions,
_amounting to'§7,000. They were to furnish Goo cattle, 6oo hogs, 1,000

.+ dlotrestic fowls, 10 yoke of oxen, 6 carts, and farming tools, They

were to furnisha ‘blacksmith and advisers necessary to build “com:
fortable and-éommodious dwelling houses” for the four principal

#iThe-Upited States would assume the debts to trading houses to the
-amount of $4,125.80:if the Osages would release them from the first,
3 third, and fifth articles of the teeaty in 1808, in which they, the United
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States, had agreed to station troops in garrison at Fort Osage (referred
to as Fort Clark) for their (the Osages’) protection, furnishing a
blacksmith and delivering merchandise at Fire Praire. .

The United States would take over the claims of the Delawares
against the Osages to the amount of §x,000 as part consideration for
the signing of the treaty.

In Article g, the United States agreed to assume the responsibility
toward its own citizens, in paying to them damages which they
claimed were perpetrated by the Osages; “to quiet animosities, which
at present exist between a portion of the citizens of- Missouri and
Arkansas and the Osages in consequence of lawless dcpfcdations of
the latter, the United States do, furthermore, agree to pay, to their
own citizens, the full value of such property as they can legally prove
to have been stolen or destroyed . . . since the year 1808 which has not :
been paid under former treaties . . . the sum not to exceed §5,000."

Merchandise was to be delivered to the Osage villages to the
amount of $4,000, and §2,000 was to be paid before the delegation de-
parted from St. Louis, phus horses and equipage to the value of §2,600, -

Lands in the jusi-ceded part of the old domain wese to be given to
mixed-blood children on the Neosho and on the Marais des Cygnes;
and the United States paid A. P. Chouteau $1,000,.Paul Ballio, $2s0,
and William Shirley Williams, $iz50 in liquidation of debts of the
Osages to these traders. _ S

This treaty was signed by some sixty chicfs, chieftains, and warrior
Jeaders of the Grand and Little Osages, some of. them being, Asrow- !
Going-Home, White Hair, Big Bear, He-That-ScesFar, Not-Afraid;
Little Chief, Big Soldier, Traveling Rain, and Little Soldier. ;.

By this treaty the Little Ones were pushed into a region which lies
within the southern part of modern Kansas. Thisstrip had its eastert !
boundary twentyfive miles west of the modern Kansas-Missouti
boundary and was fifty miles wide. Its westerfy' boundary was the
international boundary between the United States and Mexico, - -

Witnessing the treaty that sccond day of June, 1825, at St. Louis
were Edward Coles, governor of Tlinois; A. McNair; Osage agent
Pierre Choutean; W. B, Alexander, subJIndian agent; and P.:L.
Chouteau, subagent, : 8

ome reason this treaty of 1825 seemed to William Clark to be
,dt perhaps the hypocrisy of which he had been a part as agent
st becoming clear to him. He had no way of realizing that a
1he’bfl hiomadic people could not long stand in the way of energetic
i ai:; éxpansion, and that ope day or another this resistant Neo-
{&*people would be pushed farther and faréher west, or destroyed
letaly. No one who had official or other relations with them
that there was any law except that which had been handed
y tlie'iwhite man from Palestine through Rowme and England.
had known something of earth-struggle and the laws of biok
v might have felt no need to hide bekiind chicanery and lies
they turned into comfortable Chtistian truths, hypocritical or
jan urges to “protect” the Little Ones,

thin Allen Hitchcock was traveling in the Indian country
lked with Clack, Everybody came to see Clark, since he
idered a' noble soul and a man of high standards and quite

i1

e, The depression which followed the Napoleonic wars
renchied Missourd about 1819, and a year after statehood the
‘&had~declared a moratorium on debts. This was in June,
cople were barely saved from the barter system after the -
?"i?ks, and there was more restlessness than ever and
ons of the domain of the Little Ones, which were very
osélig info a game refuge by hungry men,

itriaggle between the Litde Ones and the free men
us and restless settlers would have been a sufficient
e:;lLy of June, 1825, but soon after the depression of
0’8 steamboats began to ply the Missouri, and the fur
nded and the “western terminus of the trade was pushed
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upstream from Pranklin to Independence. Then there was the road
to Santa Fe over which the people of the United States traded with
Mexico. This had to be kept open between Independence and Santa
Fe, but the Little Ones and tribes west and southwest owned the land
through which the trail ran, and there had to be another “touching
of the feather” between the Little Ones and the United States govern-
ment this same year of 1825,

"There were some beautiful onks on the upper waters of the Neosho
River growing in a gash of the limestone of the high prairie, and the
tavelers from the "States” to Santa Fe made this beautiful spot a
stopping place, since there was plenty of both water and shelter from
the summer sun and the mad winter winds.

Here in this gash in the limestone prairie, a party of men met to
make a treaty, so that the travelers to Santa Fe could have tranquility
of mind as they traveled with their goods between the mouth. of the
Konza River almost to the Big Bend of the Arkansas. The new trail
of Heavy Eyebrows commerce would run through the country which
the Little Ones had tontrolled and which they claimed along with
their splinter, the Konzas, This was the besutiful land which even
inspired the military-minded Zebulon Pike to poetic expression, stiff
though it was,

Here where the wind waved the tall bluestem and there was still
the roar of the bulls in Buffalo-Mating Moon, and bull wapiti chal-
lenged on moonlit nights in Deer-Hiding Moon, where the Litile
Old Men say the Padoucas wete afraid to come, and the Pawnee-maha
came only in large numbers and on very fast horses. There were no
free men here yer; thty were too easily seen here on the high prairie,
and the Cherokees dared not come here either.

During the Yellow-Flower Moon, August 10, 1825, pechaps sixteen
chiefs and leaders of the Little Ones came with their old factor, Major
George C. Sibley, Commissioners Benjamin H, Reeves and Thomas

Mather, and William Shirley Williams, formerly of the Harmony

Mission, as interpreter.
The Osages-of-the-Oaks were not present, White Hair led the defe-

gation, and there were Beautiful Bird and No Bars and others of the

Little Osages. They were mostly Little Osages.
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" The party sat under a lnrge oak and agreed that since the Congress
of the United States was anxious to promote a direct commercial and
friendly intercourse between citizens of the United States and Mex-

'~ ico, the United States needed a road to connect the two countries.

The road would be free to citizens of the United States and the

-~ citizens of Mexico and the Osages must promise not to molest them
. as long as they kept 1o the road, and they even agreed to aid them.
- The road was to extend to a "reasonable distance on each side” so
© that travelers might leave the trail to find subsistence and proper

. camping places,

For permission to use this trail without molestation, the United

 States would pay to the Grand and Litle Osages §5,000 in money or

merchandise, “at such place as they may desire.”
Naturally the comtnissioners had brought about $300 worth of
. presents to produce the right frame of mind for the signing. They

+ seemed to think that chiefs and leadess representing only part of the
. tribe, would make the agreement legal.

o+ Of course, the treaty makers had ever in their thoughts the Osage
i resistance to the government's plan to reseitle the immigrant Indians

;

-on their old domain, where they would aid the free men in killing off

 the remainder of their “brothers.” The government believed that they

-} ‘might create a buffer berween the settlers of the state of Missour and
S

the Osages represented by a rectangular area fifty miles from north

. to south and rinning parallel to and twenty-five miles west of the
¢ western boundary of the state of Missonti, On the west it would be

13

¢ ‘one with the eastern boundary of the réservation of the Osages. 'This

. huffer was to be called “neutral lands” and left without inhabitants

1
St

" white or red.
Consequently it was soon heing settled by free men, and they were

.+ soon crying that the Osage devils were taking their horses and traps
. and, guns, Latev, just ten years later, in 1835, this Neutea! Land be-
. came Cherokee Neutral Land, when the Cherokees had begun to
. demand more land west of the Mississippi, fearing that they might

: - become crowded there, This land was sold to them, not given.

- It-was a perfectly naive idea of the far-away government, since an

L old Osage man could walk across the twenty-five miles and back in a
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day, and he could ride it in much Jess time. Also, by this time the, '
men in Washington must have known that they couldn’t control the, -
free men, whisky making, theft, and murder. :

g 'bve"‘t_hc spot where the “factory” would be established later, in
7 "*IL-;Wﬁs the- third of the string of missions established by the
';anfBoard of Commissioners for Foreign Missions under the
réEsiondl act of March 3, 1819, which carried an aPPropnatlon

a yeaf for the purpose OE teachmg the Incha.n chﬂdren agri-

‘owf"” Pope County, A.rkansas, established for the Cherolees;
& odern Mayes County, Oklahoma, just above (about
)'the'litele town of Mazie; and Farmony on the Marais des
-iver ity Bates County, Mtssoun-——wcre stark enthusxasts.

; rﬁers which' were untouched by the mlhtary and official
he1r cnt'rlcs are revclatory in that thcy brmg out a severe

‘ 'mﬁg the God-concept of the Little Ones could penetrate.
tel'estcd in the manner in which thc thtIc Oues cooked

524 525



